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Coming Up on the Calendar 

See full calendar on page 4 and on 

our web site:   

bit.ly/ACLTEvents23 

 

 

February 
 11-19 - Valentines “Show Some 

Love” Painted Rock Hunt 
 17 – Great Backyard Bird Count 

March 
  4 - ACLT’s Annual Meeting 
  18 - Leprechaun Hunt 

 
 

Be sure to check our website, 
http://acltweb.org, to verify the 
current status of our events. 

Questions? Comments?  
Please call us at 410-414-3400 

Re-Visioning Southern Maryland 

          Toward a sustainable, resilient future  

 
By Greg Bowen, Executive Director 

If we are ever going to protect Southern Maryland’s ecosystem, our rural lands, we 

have to think big. We need a change in perspectives about the real economic assets of 

our region.  

 There's an old real estate maxim that says the three most important things when 

looking for a property are location, location, location. For business, transportation 

access is key. Large portions of Southern MD have not been able to compete for man-

ufacturing, warehouses, and corporate enterprises (except for the service industry 

chains) with our limited access to rail, commercial airports and to interstate highways.  

 For centuries that did not matter. The economy was focused around two industries 

that could thrive on a peninsula (fishing and farming). Rolling roads were used to haul 

farm products to landings and sailboats carried goods and passengers much more easi-

ly than travel over rugged dirt roads with gates wherever a road crossed a property 

line. 

 Those two industries are still here, though not nearly as profitable as 100 years 

ago. The tobacco barns are still there dotting the landscape. Grain has replaced tobac-

co. There are still workboats on the water. The Calvert Marine Museum tells the mari-

time history well. And both the farming and the fisheries industries have experienced a 

rebound in the 21st century. Both due in part to the local food movement and the latter 

due to a slowly improving Chesapeake Bay water quality. 

 Even by the dawn of the 20th century land travel was challenging, particularly in 

rural areas. The best form of transportation was the steamboat which plied waters of 

the Chesapeake Bay from 1813 to 1940. For a time, there were up to nearly 600 ves-

sels that reached 300 locations in an intricate network crisscrossing the Bay and cours-

ing up the rivers. 

(Continued on page 5) 

 

Calvert County is well suited for green tourism, with wildlife habitat, microclimates, 
large wooded areas, and access to water Photo Credit: ACLT Staff 

https://www.acltweb.org/index.php/2023-calendar-of-events/


2 

From the President’s Desk …

American Chestnut 
Land Trust, Inc. 

Phone: 410-414-3400 
Fax: 410-414-3402 
info@acltweb.org 
http://acltweb.org 

Published quarterly by the American Chestnut Land Trust. The ACLT is dedicated 
to the preservation of Calvert County, Maryland’s Natural and Historical Re-
sources. Since it was established in 1986, ACLT has preserved over 3,800 acres. 
We own 1627 acres, manage 1,810 acres owned by the State of Maryland, and 

hold conservation easements on 374 privately-owned acres. — Editors: Ellen 
and David Farr 

Board of Directors 
David F. Farr, President 
Dawn Balinski, Vice President 
B.L. Johnston, Corporate Secretary
Cheryl L. Place, CPA, Treasurer 
Richard Aldrich 
Walter Boynton 
Denise Breitburg 
Steven P. Cloak, Jr. 
Peter Daly 
Bob Field 
Darlene Harrod 
Ron Klauda 
Shirley Knight 
Penny Moran 
Nathan (Nate) Novotny 
Birgit Sharp 
Suzanne Shelden 
Robyn Truslow 
Frederick Tutman 
Randi Vogt 

Executive Director 
Greg Bowen 

Community Relations Manager 
Miriam Gholl 

Land Manager 
Autumn Phillips-Lewis 
   Clara Brill-Carlat, Assistant Land Manager 

Chesapeake Conservation Corps Members 
Grace Mayer 
Kassandra Patrick 

Southern Maryland Conservation Alliance Coordinator 
Mary Hoover 

Office Coordinator 
Janel Young 

Ann White, Contract Accountant 

Volunteer Staff 
Ginny Murphy, 
Susan Helmrich  
   Membership Coordinators 

P. O. Box 2363 
Prince Frederick, MD 
20678 

2022 at ACLT  

2022 was another excellent year for ACLT, as we showed resili-

ence while dealing with the pandemic. But amazingly, we also 

continue to expand. For me, the year's highlight was finalizing 

the Yoe property purchase in June. I was entranced by this beau-

tiful property when I walked it during the initial negotiations. We 

are excited about the pending plans for trails on the property.   

ACLT has successfully advocated for expanded Rural Lega-

cy Areas, increased county funding for land preservation, and the  

Commissioners' reversal on town center expansions. These ac-

tions will help maintain and enhance the landscape of Calvert 

County.  

ACLT has also been active in the Southern Maryland Con-

servation Alliance (SMCA). The Alliance comprises representa-

tives from land trusts, conservation groups, and other Southern 

Maryland environmental organizations. Their goal is to make 

Southern Maryland a "place where native fish, wildlife and plants 

thrive, and the fabric of healthy natural and working lands and 

waters enrich communities of those who live, work and play 

here." In addition, this group is working to advance the US Fish 

& Wildlife's Land Conservancy Plan for Southern Maryland. 

Finally, the return of the dinner action brought us all back togeth-

er in a celebration of another successful year for ACLT.  

2022 was a great year thanks to all of our supporters. And 

we’re looking forward to more successes in 2023. At our Annual 

Meeting on March 4th, we will present status reports on the cur-

rent 5-Year Plan and discuss ways in which it should be updated 

for the coming 5 years. We hope you will join us and share your 

ideas.  

David Farr, President 

http://acltweb.org/nl
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Around ACLT 

 ACLT protects over 3,400 acres of land in Calvert Coun-

ty, and a small subset of that land is dedicated to meadow 

habitat. Meadows can require more maintenance than the 

average wooded area, but they provide a number of benefits 

to our ecosystem and are a somewhat uncommon habitat for 

local wildlife. There are currently four meadows on the Holly 

Hill property, arranged in 45-foot buffers around the existing 

agricultural fields. Ten feet of each meadow is comprised of 

native grasses, and the remaining 35 feet are populated by 

flowering plants. Both the grasses and flowers carry benefits 

to humans and wildlife alike. Over the past few years, ACLT 

has been prepping more areas for planting on the Double Oak 

and Gravatt West properties to accomplish the habitat goals 

outlined in our current 5-year plan. 

 Meadows provide habitat that can be difficult to find, 

even in undeveloped areas, and hold plenty of value for polli-

nators. Seeds from the meadow, as well as insects attracted 

by the plants, provide food for songbirds. Small mammals 

can also find a home and food sources in meadows. In addi-

tion to the benefits provided to our local wildlife, meadows 

also provide ecological value by sequestering carbon and 

filtering stormwater. 

 Much of the effort that goes into meadows is completed 

in the preparation and establishment phase. The goal is to 

create a meadow that can sustain itself, with a little help from 

ACLT. In order to reach some level of independence, the 

meadow requires a lot of attention prior to planting. Picking 

the right mix of seeds is crucial for a meadow that will last, 

since all of the plants will need to grow well within the same 

area. The planned site for the meadow needs to be prepped, 

which for ACLT means making every effort to prevent the 

establishment of invasive species. By conducting controlled 

burns on the site, we clear thatch that has built up from years 

of mowing and encourage the germination of invasive Chi-

nese lespedeza seeds in the seed bank. Encouraging the 

growth of a non-native invasive plant may seem counterintui-

tive, but it is done in an effort to clear out the seed bank. If 

we don’t get these seeds to germinate so that we can kill the 

plants prior to planting, the remaining seeds could emerge 

after the meadow has been planted, and would be much hard-

er to contain at that stage. After burning, we spray herbicide 

during the height of the growing season to rid the area of 

lespedeza and other non-native invasive plants such as foxtail 

and jimsonweed.  

 While meadows are relatively low maintenance once 

they are established, their long-term health and sustainability 

Meadow Planting at ACLT 
 
By Grace Mayer, Chesapeake Conservation Corps Intern 

Upper:Holly Hill Meadow in Early Spring-(May 2022). 

Lower: Holly Hill Meadow in Full Bloom-(August 2022). 

 

Photos by Autumn Phillips-Lewis, ACLT Land Manager 

is maintained, in part, by occasional mowing. Mowing pre-

vents trees and large shrubs from growing above the meadow 

and converting the area to a forested one. Well-timed mowing 

early in the season for newly planted meadows can help less 

established plants receive the sunlight they need and cut ag-

gressive weed plants before they can go to seed. Traditional 

“field maintenance” involved cutting for hay in the fall, and 

unfortunately many have carried this mindset over to the rela-
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tively-new field of meadow management. However, mead-

ows should be mowed once per year between late February 

and early March. An easy way to remember this timing is to 

remember that it should be cut between Valentine’s Day and 

St. Patrick’s Day. This allows habitat to remain intact 

throughout the winter months, a time when it is desperately 

needed by wildlife. The tall standing vegetation provides crit-

ical nesting habitat for pollinators, birds, and small mammals 

during the cold winter and provides seeds for food during a 

time of year when food sources are scarce. Mowing once just 

before the growing season is enough to keep tree and shrub 

growth down but does not remove useful habitat during the 

cold season. Another benefit is that un-mowed meadows pro-

vide beauty throughout the fall and winter. In sites with low 

tree pressure, mowing just once every 2 to 3 years is ideal as 

it reduces disturbance in the meadow and reduces the thatch 

buildup created by mowing.  

 An additional 0.22 acre meadow is planned for the Holly 

Hill property, and will run alongside the Holly Hill trail in the 

area surrounding the historic Holly Hill barn. Because of its 

proximity to the trail, our hope is that passing hikers will ben-

efit from the beauty of the meadow, as well as be inspired to 

maintain meadow habitat themselves. Meadows in bloom are 

an unforgettable sight, and many of the plants attract insects 

and other wildlife for hikers to encounter. Meadows are more 

beneficial than grass lawns from an environmental stand-

point, as they can sequester more carbon and absorb more 

stormwater. They can also require less maintenance than a 

grass lawn that needs to be mowed frequently for aesthetic 

purposes, and a thriving meadow can be just as beautiful. If 

we can inspire ACLT visitors to maintain a variety of native 

plants on their land instead of traditional grass lawns, we can 

provide even more benefits to our local ecosystem and our-

selves. 

ACLT 2023 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

All Dates Tentative and Subject to COVID Restrictions 

Please check website for up-to-date information. 

bit.ly/ACLTEvents23 
 

JANUARY 
1 Sun – First Day (unguided) Hikes on all ACLT Trails 
ALL YEAR – “12 Hikes in ‘23” Hiking Challenge (begins 

January 1, 2023) 

FEBRUARY 
14 (all week) - Valentines “Show Some Love” Unguided 

Hikes/Painted Rock Hunt on all ACLT Trails 

MARCH 
4 Sat - ACLT’S Annual Meeting & Luncheon (10 a.m. – 1 

p.m.) at St. John Vianney Family Life Center 
18 Sat - St. Patrick’s Day “Leprechaun Hunt” (10 a.m. – 4 

p.m.) at North Side Trailhead 

APRIL 
15 (all week)  – Earth Day-Themed “Story Walk” on 

Griffin Trail 
22 Sat – Earth Day-Themed Guided Hike (time TBD) at 

North Side Trailhead 
23 Sun – Earth Day Highway Clean-up (all day) on Dares 

Beach Road and along Main Street, Prince Frederick 

MAY 
13 Sat – Parkers  Creek Challenge (Check-in at 9:00am/

Race Begins at 9:30am) at South Side Trailhead 
27 Sat - Mountain Laurel Guided Hike (Tentative-Based 

on Bloom Time) on Laurel Trail 

JULY 
Date TBD – Guided Early Morning Hike at North Side 

Trailhead 

AUGUST 
26 Sat – Guided Evening Hike – Farewell to Summer 

(time TBD) at South Side Trailhead 

SEPTEMBER 
10 Sun - Sip & Save (1pm-5pm) at North Side Trailhead 

OCTOBER 
8 Sun – Annual Dinner & Auction (4pm-8pm) at Jefferson 

Patterson Park 

NOVEMBER 
4 Sat – Fall Foliage Guided Hike at North Side Trailhead 

(10am-11:30am) 
25/26 Sat/Sun - Wreath-making Weekend (volunteers 

and their guests) at North Side Trailhead 

DECEMBER 
2 Sat – Annual Wreath and Greens Sale at South Side 

Trailhead (11am-1pm) at South Side Trailhead 
 

https://www.acltweb.org/index.php/2023-calendar-of-events/
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 After World War II, Maryland underwent the same hous-

ing boom as many other areas. In fact, it was the third fastest 

growing state in the U.S. In the 1940s, the first wave of gov-

ernment expansion brought new government workers from all 

over the nation. Developers found many farmers who were 

willing to sell, as farmers were having difficulty competing 

with much larger farms in the midwest and west. Then in1956, 

President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed legislation funding the 

construction of the U.S. Interstate Highway System which al-

lowed commuters to live much farther away. 

 Now residential development generally does not pay its 

way, so elected officials in rural areas tried to bring in manu-

facturing, office parks and even high tech to rural areas. How-

ever, such industries do not come unless the locations have 

easy access to an interstate highway, or rail or airport facilities. 

Industrial parks and office parks in rural areas without good 

transportation options often fail or take decades to fill, typical-

ly with uses not suited to the purpose. 
 

So, what should the future of Southern  
Maryland’s economy look like?  

What are its natural assets? Because of its relative isolation, 

rugged lands and land preservation programs, Southern MD 

still has much of its wildlife habitat in place and potentially, 

great access to coves, creeks, rivers, and the Chesapeake Bay. 

 When Europeans started to colonize Maryland, they settled 

near the water first – Southern Maryland and the Eastern 

Shore. For example, Calvert was established in 1654 and Fred-

erick County in 1748, almost a hundred years later and far 

from the best form of travel at the time—by boat. 

 Back to current times, while most of Southern Maryland 

lacks the modern forms of fast 

commercial transportation, there 

is big potential for green tourism - 

hiking, biking, hunting, and fish-

ing, water sports, and other out-

door activities. They now generate 

$862 billion in consumer spending 

annually, according to a 2021 re-

port by the Outdoor Industry As-

sociation. See: 

www.outdoorindustry.org/

advocacy. That makes outdoor recreation the fourth largest US 

Business category. Trails can not only take credit for a good 

portion of that impact, but also for other benefits to society. 

Even a very remote county like Dorchester County, Md. 

(which is losing population) receives $367 million for the local 

economy and creates nearly 7,000 full-time equivalent jobs. 

 Calvert could be particularly suited for green tourism be-

cause of its wildlife habitat with its microclimates, large, 

wooded areas, and access to water. It could be seen as The Re-

gion’s Emerald on the Bay. However, there are steps to be 

taken for green tourism to take off. 

(Continued from page 1) 
Why do we need green tourism and better 
recreational access to water and our rural 
landscapes?  
Many people living in Calvert County never see a waterway, 

except where they cross the river on MD 4 in Prince George’s 

county or the river at Solomons or Benedict. Most have no idea 

what watershed they live in. Chances are they will be less like-

ly to care about the health of waterways or wildlands if they 

never get access to them. ACLT’s byline has always been 

“Connecting People to the land”—really to land and water—

but it can also serve as green tourism for birders, hikers, kayak-

ers, etc. 

 For decades, Calvert’s budget has been propped up by rev-

enues from BGE, and more recently from the Liquid Natural 

Gas (LNG) facility. BGE has a permitted life expectancy, and 

it seems unlikely that they will be able replace aging genera-

tors. The LNG transports fossil fuels and its future is uncertain 

as people concerned about Climate Change are finding alterna-

tive sources. Additionally, businesses that might locate in in-

dustrial or office parks are not attracted to Calvert County due 

to its lack of access to major highways and the fact that it is a 

peninsula with only one way in and out . 

 Bringing in more residential development is also not an 

option as housing does not pay its way. If we don’t come up 

with alternative businesses (such as green tourism), either taxes 

will rise or services will be cut. Our neighboring rural counties 

are in the same boat.  

  The bottom line is that most businesses currently think of 

undeveloped rural landscapes as just empty land waiting to be 

developed. Green tourism is a new vibrant, healthy, and grow-

ing industry that works well with farming, agri-tourism, and 

heritage tourism. The infrastructure for green tourism is a 

healthy environment which should be a goal of all organiza-

tions. When green tourists visit, they don’t clog our roads more 

because they tend to visit during off-peak times, and they don’t 

put more children in our school system, the biggest cost for all 

local governments. 
 

So what comes next? With the help of the Capacity 

Grant, we are working on an action strategy that we will be 

presenting over the next few months! 

 

  

“The relative isolation of 
Calvert’s peninsula, 

along with its water ac-
cess, rugged natural are-
as, and wildlife habitat 

may be its biggest natu-
ral economic  

asset” 

https://outdoorindustry.org/advocacy/
https://outdoorindustry.org/advocacy/
http://www.outdoorindustry.org/advocacy
http://www.outdoorindustry.org/advocacy
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Return of the Chili Cook-off: A Huge 

Success 
 

By Miriam Gholl, Community Relations Manager 

October 23rd was rainy and cool, but that didn’t stop members 

and supporters from gathering for the return of ACLT’s infa-

mous Chili Cook-off and Auction. The pavilion at Jefferson 

Patterson Park proved to be the perfect venue. With the three 

open sides to the building filled in with a large tent, air circula-

tion was good while attendees managed to stay dry, for the 

most part.  

 The pavilion was beautifully decorated by Sue Dzurec 

with help from her daughter, Lauren Lebkicker. Sue has been 

ACLT’s auction decorator for many years. Her decorations 

were made primarily of materials found in nature. She dressed 

up the tables with coverings hand sewn from chili-themed fab-

ric and centerpieces of decorative chili pepper plants donated 

by Chesapeake’s Bounty.  

 The crowd was entertained with music by the 2ForU band, 

who also stepped in when our own sound system proved inade-

quate. The band was so popular among guests; we’ve already 

booked them for next year’s dinner and auction! 

 New this year was the introduction of an online bidding 

site which enabled even those who could not attend in person 

to participate in the fun of outbidding one another on numerous 

vacations, excursions, and items.  In addition, several of 

ACLT’s local experts offered group “experiences” as varied as 

raising giant moths to a private tour of the Calvert Marine Mu-

seum labs, to the ever-popular Owl Prowl. We thank everyone 

who donated an auction item or experience. Their donations 

certainly contributed to the success of the auction. Supplement-

ing the auction income were the 22 local business sponsors 

who made monetary contributions or donated auction items 

and experiences in the way of restaurant gift cards, cooking 

classes and theatre tickets. See the full list of sponsors at the 

end of this newsletter. 

 And then there was the food! Nine chefs generously 

cooked up chili of every variety imaginable. A special thank 

you to them for donating their time, ingredients, and talents to 

feed a crowd of approximately 200 hungry attendees!  
 

2022 Chili Chefs: 

Karl Adler (2 varieties) 

Rachel Riley Broderick  

Sara Dugan  

Jeff Greene  

BL Johnston*  

Jeffrey Lewis* 

John Ontko  

Elizabeth “Liz” Orlandi*  

Robyn Truslow 

*Winners 

 Our Chili Judges, Commissioner Buddy Hance and long-

time ACLT supporters Gary Loew and Sue Kullen, chose the 

top two chilis – with the Board’s own BL Johnston coming in 

first place and Jeffrey Lewis (Land Manager Autumn’s hus-

band) coming in close behind in second place. BL received a 

gift card for cooking lessons at No Thyme to Cook in Solo-

mons and Jeffrey received a gift card to Chesapeake’s Bounty. 

The People’s Choice Award was chosen by attendees placing 

money in the jar next to their favorite chili. The winner was 

Elizabeth “Liz” Orlandi, Outreach and Membership Commit-

tee member. Liz received a gift card from Chesapeake’s Boun-

ty.  Delicious appetizers, sides and desserts were provided by 

Dreamweaver Café & Catering. All plates, cups, and utensils 

were either recyclable or compostable.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chili Judges (L-R:) Sue Kullen, Buddy Hance and Gary Loew 

Photo by Miriam Gholl 

 

 Beer and wine were provided by donations from members 

of the Board of Directors, Patuxent Wine and Spirits, and 

Nick’s of Calvert. Board member Nate Novotny also donated 

beer from Bob Hall Distributors. 

 The evening was rounded out with progress reports by 

Executive Director Greg Bowen and Land Manager Autumn 

Phillips-Lewis, followed by a rousing Paddle Raise, during 

which we raised over $20,000! A huge Thank-You to all who 

participated. See the full list of Paddle Raise Donors listed at 

the end of this newsletter. 

 On behalf of the Outreach and Membership Committee, 

we would like to thank everyone who donated financial sup-

port, items, and experiences, and especially all of the amazing 

volunteers who helped before, during and after the event. We 

could not have done it without you! While space does not al-

low us to thank everyone, you can see a full list of contributors 

by viewing the auction program here: https://

bit.ly/2022AuctionProgram  
 
 

https://bit.ly/2022AuctionProgram
https://bit.ly/2022AuctionProgram
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2022 Chili Cook-off Photos 
 

Pumpkin Carved with ACLT Logo by Decorator Sue 
Dzurec 

Pumpkin Cornucopia by Decorator Sue Dzurec 

The open-air pavilion and tent were perfect for a brisk fall evening event. Photo 
by Miriam Gholl 

Decorative Chili Pepper Centerpiece Donated by 
Chesapeake's Bounty. Photo by Sue Dzurec 

10 Delicious Chili Varieties to Choose From.  Photo by Greg Bowen 
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Getting to the Bottom of Stream Health:  

ACLT’s Benthic Macroinvertebrate Survey 
 

By Clara Brill-Carlat, Assistant Land Manager 

Land Manager’s Corner 

Since 2018, ACLT has collected benthic macroinver-

tebrate samples from headwater streams on the Holly 

Hill property. Benthic macroinvertebrates (commonly 

called “macros”) are small aquatic animals that live in 

the bottoms of streams, and while they typically go 

unnoticed, their presence – or absence – is a valuable 

indicator of stream health. Different macroinverte-

brate taxa have different levels of tolerance for poor 

water quality and limited habitat, so once the taxa in a 

sample have been identified, they can be used to cal-

culate an Index of Biotic Integrity (IBI) score that 

reflects the conditions in the stream. ACLT staff orig-

inally began the macros study in order to monitor the 

health of the Holly Hill streams while best manage-

ment practices, such as planting cover crops and a 

meadow buffer, were being implemented on the near-

by farm fields. ACLT collects samples from each 

study site once per year, in March or April. Since 

macros inhabit streams year-round and are affected 

by nutrient levels, habitat suitability, and sediment 

deposition throughout their lives, annual samples can 

provide a wealth of information about a stream’s 

health.  

 The Holly Hill sites vary greatly in their suitabil-

ity for macros. IBI scores can fall anywhere between 

1 and 5, with 5 being the best possible score. The IBI 

scores represent the abundance and varying pollution 

sensitivities of the different macros found at each site. 

This year, the scores for the Holly Hill sites were cal-

culated from genus-level identifications and ranged 

from 1.57 (classified as very poor) at site 6 to 3.86 

(classified as fair) at site 14. The graph shows the 

distribution of the macros found at sites 6 and 14 

based on their sensitivity to stream conditions. Each 

taxon, or type of macroinvertebrate, is assigned a tol-

erance value between 0 (least tolerant) and 10 (most 

tolerant) given its ability to survive in less suitable 

conditions. In the graph, the macros are sorted into 1 

of 5 possible tolerance value categories. 7% of the 

macros collected from site 14 fall into the least toler-

ant category, compared to 0% of the macros from site 

6. This indicates that site 14 can support low-

tolerance (sensitive) macroinvertebrate taxa while site 

6 cannot. 

 

 One factor that influences which macros are found in a particular 

stream is habitat suitability. Each sampling site is a 75-meter length of 

stream; the site is pre-marked and stays the same from year to year. 

Within that length of stream, the goal is to collect samples from areas 

that are likely to have many macros. Macroinvertebrates’ preferred 

habitats include submerged logs, undercut banks, leaf packs, and cob-

bles. As shown in photos taken at the two streams, this type of habitat 

is abundant at site 14 and severely lacking at site 6. It was difficult to 

choose which areas to sample at site 14 because there were so many 

viable options, whereas the channel at site 6 is entirely composed of 

sand with nothing other than a few clumps of leaves to stabilize the 

sandy bottom and provide habitat.  

 Another environmental factor that can affect macroinvertebrates’ 

ability to thrive is water pollution. Pollution can include nutrients such 

as nitrogen and phosphorus, as well as sediment. Each spring, volun-

teers take water samples during baseflow conditions at the Holly Hill 

macroinvertebrate sites, in addition to many other stream sites across 

the watershed, as part of ACLT’s Water Quality Blitz. The samples are 

analyzed for nitrogen and are indicators of the streams’ water quality, 

with nitrogen levels under 0.7 mg/L rated as “good.” Interestingly, the 

two sites that received the highest macroinvertebrate IBI scores this 

year (sites 11 and 14) were the only two sites in the watershed that had 

nitrogen levels above 0.7 mg/L. The higher nitrogen levels are not un-

expected given the sites’ proximity to farm fields and Dares Beach 

Road, but they suggest that nutrient levels are not the biggest stressor 

for macros at Holly Hill.  
 
 

Higher percentages of least tolerant and less tolerant macroinvertebrate taxa were 

found at site 14 than at site 6. 
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The stream at site 14 contains preferred macroinvertebrate 

habitats such as leaf packs, undercut banks, and woody de-

bris. 

The stream at site 6 is very sandy and lacks stable habitat to 

support macroinvertebrate communities. 

 Are you interested in helping out with benthic  

macroinvertebrate surveys at ACLT?  

Each spring, we welcome volunteers to assist us with collecting 

samples at our study sites. Volunteers carefully pick through sam-

ples of stream water, mud, and debris that have been collected with 

a net in order to find macroinvertebrates. These critters are excel-

lent at blending in with the stream detritus around them; caddisfly 

larvae, for example, live in protective tubes that they build out of 

sticks, stones, or sand grains! What looks like a netful of sand or 

wet leaves can sometimes reveal itself to be teeming with life once 

volunteers sort through it.  

To volunteer, contact Clara Brill-Carlat, Assistant Land Manager, 

at  clara@acltweb.org  or call (410) 414-3400.  

A caddisfly larva peeks out from its tube made of tiny sand 

grains and stones.  

In a 2019 paper, researchers in Ireland studied the effects of sediment, 

nitrogen, and phosphorus on macros. They modeled stream conditions 

by creating outdoor study sites with simulated streambeds and water 

pumped in from a nearby river. Once macros had colonized the study 

sites, the researchers manipulated the levels of sediment and nutrients 

for 18 days. While chronic exposure to nutrients began to have negative 

effects on the macroinvertebrate communities as time wore on, high 

levels of sediment had both immediate and long-lasting impacts. The 

influx of sediment quickly reduced macroinvertebrate diversity and 

abundance, and the effects lingered as long as the sediment remained 

on the simulated streambed. Large quantities of fine sediment can bury 

habitat and food sources, lower oxygen levels, and even clog the gills 

of some sensitive macros. The researchers concluded that in order to 

preserve macroinvertebrate communities, addressing high levels of sed-

iment in streams should be a higher priority than lowering levels of 

nitrogen and phosphorus (Davis et al. 2019). This research aligns with 

observations from the Holly Hill macros study; high sediment levels 

and a lack of stable habitat, as seen at site 6, are likely to blame for 

struggling macroinvertebrate populations. 

 This spring, ACLT will sample for macroinvertebrates at Holly 

Hill for the fifth time. Continuing the macros study provides ACLT 

with useful data to assess best management practices on the nearby 

farm fields, such as the meadow buffer plantings that were completed 

over the last four years. As the macros dataset grows, it will become 

easier to see trends and draw conclusions about the health of the Holly 

Hill streams.  

 

Literature cited: 

Davis, S. J., Ó hUallacháin, D., Mellander, P.-E., Matthaei, C. D., Pig-

gott, J. J., & Kelly-Quinn, M. (2019). Chronic nutrient inputs affect 

stream macroinvertebrate communities more than acute inputs: An ex-

periment manipulating phosphorus, nitrogen and sediment. Science of 

The Total Environment, 683, 9–20. https://doi.org/10.1016/

j.scitotenv.2019.05.031 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2019.05.031
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2019.05.031
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Thank you for your support 

New Members 
ACLT welcomes the following new members 

since the Fall 2022 Newsletter: 

Toni & David Boughton 

Richard & Donna Boylan 

Rachel & David Broderick & Family 

Dan & Ashley Curtin 

Tony Fazio & Ellen O'Neill 

Laura Fletcher 

Angela Funya 

Maribeth Ganzell 

Alan Gwynn 

Dorothy Jackson 

Michael Kramer & Family 

Sharan Marshall 

Charlotte Marz 

Tricia Nathan & Greg Lynch 

Carl Risch 

Darrell & Ginnie Roberts & Family 

George Rumney & Terry Farman 

Jeff Crespi & Kathryn Stafford 

Joe Szymanski 

Sarah Tyson 

Jennifer & Vincent Welch & Family 

Kristen & Kyle Wesloh 

 

Memorial Donations 
Thank you to the following who made a me-

morial contribution since our last newsletter:  

 

In memory of Herman E. Daly 

Joy Bartholomew & Mark Edmondson 

 

In memory of James B. Greene, Jr. 

Joy Bartholomew & Mark Edmondson 

Mary & Paul Blayney 

Tamea & Greg Bowen 

Margaret Cox 

Joan & Michael Cunningham 

Joann & Charles Davidson 

Margaret Dunkle 

Flo & Edwin Ford 

Laura Gormley  

Jane Head 

Susan & Gerald Helmrich 

Steve Hossa 

Sherry & John Kirby 

Sandra & Gary Loew 

Ginny & Patrick Murphy & Family 

Matt Nolan 

Barbara & Charles Price 

Bryan & Bev Urioste 

 

In Memory of Helen Marie Kennedy 

Joy Bartholomew & Mark Edmondson 

Huge Victory for Calvert Citizens … 

Finally 
 

By Miriam Gholl, Community Relations Manager  

 

After years of writing letters, signing petitions, and testifying 

at public hearings, the citizens of Calvert County have finally 

been heard. Citizens fought hard against the adoption of the 

2014 Comprehensive Plan which called for expansions of the 

Huntingtown, Prince Frederick, Lusby and Solomons Town 

Centers and have not stopped fighting since. 

 Of primary concern to ACLT supporters was the expan-

sion of the Prince Frederick Town Center, which would have 

had major impacts on Parkers Creek and Hunting Creek. The 

number of new households and the amount of traffic generat-

ed would have caused overcrowding in our schools and 

would have crippled our roadways. In 2020 and 2021, Execu-

tive Director Greg Bowen wrote newsletter articles detailing 

the numerous reasons why the expansion should not occur. 

Read them here: bit.ly/PFTCExpansionArticles 

But on November 29th, the County Commissioners voted to 

undo all of it, amending the Comprehensive Plan to eliminate 

the majority of the proposed expansions. The Board’s action 

came after their having directed staff back in June to begin 

the process of amending the Plan. ACLT’s President, Dave 

Farr and Board member Randi Vogt penned letters to the edi-

tor thanking the Commissioners for their actions at that time. 

Read their letters here: https://www.acltweb.org/july-7-2022-

calvert-county-times-lte/.  

 The Commissioners’ recent action proves that citizens 

who remain active and engaged in local issues will eventually 

prevail, even if it does take over eight years to happen. Thank 

you to everyone who fought the good fight. 

https://bit.ly/PFTCExpansionArticles
https://www.acltweb.org/july-7-2022-calvert-county-times-lte/
https://www.acltweb.org/july-7-2022-calvert-county-times-lte/
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In Honor of Donations  
Thank you to the following who made an “in 

honor of” contribution since our last newslet-

ter:  

 

In honor of Thomas Coffren: 

Megan Schmidt & Family 

 

In honor of Mary Hoover: 

Michelle Boyle 

 

Gift Memberships 
Thank you to the following who donated a 

gift membership since our last newsletter: 

 

Jane Head 

 

General Contributions and 

Designated Gifts 
 
Chili Cook Off & Auction 

Paddle Raise Donors 
Jerry Adams & Harriet Yaffe 

Daniel Boesz 

David & Paula Bohaska 

Angela Bollich & John Williamson 

Greg & Tamea Bowen 

Denise Breitburg & Mark Smith 

John Burke 

Paul & Diana Dennett 

Marie Bundy Estabrook & Randy Estabrook 

– In honor of Jim Greene 

David & Ellen Farr 

Bob Field 

Miriam & Robert Gholl 

Martha Grahame 

Jane Head 

Patricia Hofmann 

Dale, Kara & Willow Hutchins 

BL Johnston & Robert Keisling 

Steven & Jackie King 

Karen Kitching 

Sue & Steve Kullen 

Keith Linville 

Gary & Sandra Loew 

Keith & Michelle Matlack 

Penny Moran 

Daniel Murphy 

Beth & Ralph Nolletti 

Chris O'Connor 

Gabriele & John Parker 

Cheryl Place 

Nancy Smith 

Tiffany Sutherland 

Robyn & Eric Truslow 

Peter & Randi Vogt 

R.T. West 

 

Chili Cook Off & Auction 

Sponsors 
Ann Alsina, CovingtonAlsina 

Mike Benton, Home Towne Real Estate 

Nick Ferrante, Ferrante & Dill Law Office 

Robert Gholl, Pax Real Estate 

Barby Harms, Mermaid’s Cottage 

Will Kreamer, Chesapeake’s Bounty 

Nate Novotny, Edward Jones Investment 

Stephen Oberg, Council Baradel 

Dawn Riley, REMAX One 

Southern Maryland Electric Cooperative 

 

Drone Fund 
Bob Field 

 
Equipment Maintenance 

Purchases 
Dale, Kara, and Willow Hutchins 

 

 
General 
William At Lee 

Judy Bradt 

Denise Breitburg & Mark Smith 

Jessica & Ty Clark 

Paul & Diana Dennett 

Miriam & Robert Gholl 

Toby Gohn 

Jessica Howard 

Sandra Jarrett 

Penny Moran 

Edwin & Monica Noell 

Elaine Strong 

Paul Vetterle 

 

Land & Stewardship  

Campaign 
Fran & Bruce Armstrong 

Angela Bollich & John Williamson 

David & Judy Bonior 

Denise Breitburg & Mark Smith 

Charity & Matt Humm 

Peter Daly 

Miriam & Robert Gholl 

Victor Kennedy &  

   Deborah Coffin Kennedy 

Ronald & Kathy Klauda 

Bruce & Liz Laher 

Albert & Dayna Lane 

Franklin & Linda Nutter 

Cheryl Place 

Ron & Birgit Sharp 

Fred & Lori Williams 

 
Workplace Giving 
Tim Dow 

Jason Prowinski 

 

 

2022 Year End Campaign 
Frank & Christina Allen 

William & Caroline Arms 

Len Baer 

Joy Bartholomew & Mark Edmondson 

Daniel Boesz 

Jan & Jim Degeneffe 

Paul & Diana Dennett 

Annetta DePompa 

EBB Tithes Inc 

Nancy Falk 

John Fox 

Prasad Gerard & Ann Marie Oliva 

Peter Green 

Douglas Harbold 

JoanMacDonnell 

Amanda Machen 

Sharan Marshall 

Ed & Ruth Mora 

Nancy Philipp 

Adam & Lauren Sampson 

Penn Staples, PSDC Inc 

Joseph & Joanne Steller 

Henry Zhang 

 

Friends Forever Society 
Thank you to the following donors for re-

membering ACLT in their estate plans: 

Dan Boesz 

Peter Daly 

Kathy Daniel & David Braun 

Mary Dwan* 

David & Ellen Farr 

Millicent Gay* 

James Green, Jr.* 

Robert Jeager* 

Jane Klemer* 

Shirley Knight & Bonnie Carter 

Gary Loew 

Robyn & Eric Truslow 

Caroline Van Mason* 

*Deceased 

 

Please contact us if you wish to be added to 

ACLT’s Friends Forever Society  
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Why does it say "Or Current  

Resident" in my address? 

In order to use your donations as efficiently 

as possible, we use USPS Bulk Mail and this 

statement is now required in the address. 

Thank you for understanding! 


