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o :Pres1dent’s Report

_ Newsletter articles are wr1tten by ACLT members 2
respons1ble for partlcular pro_]ects or hav1ng a special . -
subject matter interest. It'is not my intent to duphcate'. _

- or preempt: any other: article; but L.do want to comment -
. “on ACLT activities that I-feel are. espe01ally unportant =
"~'to our. membersh1p ‘One example: is the Earth Day - -
" clean-up .on April 23 mvolvmg the’ commumtles sur-,'.' :
‘rounding ‘ACLT - land. '(Western Shores, ‘Kenwood - "~
... ‘Beach, Govemors Run Parkers Creek -and Smentlsts. _
- Cliffs). - Over 200 hot dogs were: consumed durmg the " -
.. ‘picnic at: Governors Run, which is one medsure of fine ¢
- ‘volunteer. turn-out under the" leadershlp of Margaret S
. _Young, Outreach Chair; *Another example is the trail =~ -

) clearmg, whlch was superv1sed by Clmton E. “Beaver”

o trlbutlons to help. w1th the cost

ik Both of. these examples demonstrate -once agarn
: -that .we can’ responsrbly manage- the ACLT lands,:but. <.
' Tj‘from time ‘to time.-we- can expect to pay for specral ST

_services that. ‘exceed our- volunteer capacrty and are

"read1ly available in ‘the: local commumty This man-. -

Py ,“agement capablllty 8 1mportant because. the ACLT

.. board. has: authorlzed negotlatlons that we hope will =

k j*result in the acqursrtlon of ‘a- key tract of land (140""{ i
b j"_;acres) north of Parkers Creek; almost all forested and -

" right in the middle of the undeveloped part of the: wa- S

. tershed. ‘Why is this acquisition. so critical? Most im-

E g;portantly, because - 1t is for sale.and contains an ap-““i" -
s

o .proved subdivision. “The | owner, Kenneth Mlchael
"w1llmg to con51der a “bargam sale” to us-as an altem

o tive to developmg it: h1mself or selling to-a developer
- ~If not. purchased by ACLT; the tract would become the
-+ first of several subdivisions. in ‘the lower Parkers Creek . -~
/ _,watershed that would destroy our dream for that’ unique . .
- natural area, “This project offers the opportumty ofa’ "
R ) partnershrp wrth the county -and’ the state, usmg the-'f
\./ new Calvert County Land Trust Revolvmg Fund now

o ‘-ﬁmded at $1 m1lllon and-
- the -grant fund of the
*..Maryland Envrronmental:f

- Trust. - The -negotiated -

. l..bcontract would be contin-
"‘gent on.a successful ap--
i 1_phcatron to both, whlch is
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e 'already under way. ThlS_ ke
- purchase: would requlre a ' : : ——
. ’_substantral fundraising - effort prlor fo settlement but T
. we project that any-loans, mcludmg takeback ﬁnancmg i
by the seller, will in the main be paid off from the sale -
of development rights over a five- -year per1od mclud-, '
-ing the rights from the Michael property.: ) g
A ﬁnal comment relates to the membershrp drlve L

- Goad.. ~The decision was made to use his. skidder “for. . Like any orgamzatron our Vlablllty in the pUth eyeis - S

‘—“ _'the maJor trails, but, the: work of his crew was" supple- o
_mented by a mimber of ACLTvolunteers." I want'to = -
K thank them all, as- well as those who made spec1al con- :

T__Proposed Mlchael Property
«Acqulsmon AT

'M‘argaret_Yo‘ung SR

,-"determmed by our: constltuency which is our member—;-g Ll
shrp ‘Whether the eye belongs t0 a. foundation, astate- .
.agency or-a politician, both numbers and inyolvement * -

rare 1mportant Therefore _we must. keep up the. effort . - ST

“of: attracting new members and creating act1v1t1es oo

“which :they can partlcrpate Our thanks : :g0. to June Sl i

- Whitson, Alan “Wilson, Paul Dennett and others for Lo

= takmg the. leadersh1p n thls effort

The first’ time [ became mvolved w1th the ACLT 1t. »

- 'was not a- corporatron It ‘had no. assets. It d1dn t exrst T o
'AIt was a group of people who wanted to-preserve the .-
450 -acres. of - woodland onboth - ‘sides of. Scientists. "+ -
Chffs Road that comprlsed the major undlsturbed S _
_dramage 1nto Parkers. Creek.. That group, - which Jin- L
- cluded maybe 10 or 50 when I attended my first meet-j- : o
; -_fmg, did not have -an orgamzatlon it had ‘a purpose! - -
2 :,AThe ACLT was concerved as a means to. an end.” The o
“-group prepared a'business plan, formed a corporation; =~ -
raised funds and’ 1mmed1ately put the ‘corporation in -
'debt for $800 000 (after a $50 000 deposrt ona con-' o

' %‘Ralph Dwan}’ - . B



Since that time, the ACLT has remained true to its
original purpose. It has expanded its holdings by about
200 acres in the Parkers Creek and Governor’s Run
watersheds, has promoted educational events and envi-

ronmental activities, has facilitated the formation of

similar groups and has participated with other preser-
vation organizations, county and state agencies and
individuals to.further the purpose of preserving the

Parkers Creek: watershed. The ACLT has not, how-
ever, made a major commitment that could not be fully:
covered by its reserves and liquid assets since the

original purchase of the Gravatt property in 1987.

It is time now to commit again. As with our origi-
nal purchase, the ACLT must react to a significant
threat to the watershed—this time on the north side of
the creek.- A developer, Mr. Kenneth Michael, the
owner of a 140-acre property on the north side of Park-
ers Creek, south of Dares Beach Road and approxi-
mately 1/4 mile west of the Chesapeake Bay shoreline
(see adjacent map) recently decided to develop this
property. While he has used the house and land as a
second home for many years, he had a subdivision with
30 lots engineered and approved several years ago with
the idea he might develop it at some time. His subdi-
vision 'is- one of the few developments in the County
that is approved and ready for construction without
additional approvals: The subdivision has been platted

and approved and permits have been granted for road -

construction across the upper reaches of the wetlands.
While Peter Vogt and Peg Niland have been  in con-
tact with Mr. Michael for several years through letters
and site visits,.the urgency to proceed came when the
- ACLT Land Acquisition and Preservation Committee
(LAPC) learned that his wetland crossing permits were
about to expire and he needed to initiate road construc-
tion in April. The committee had previously planned
to continue working with Mr. Michael, and other prop-
erty owners on the north side of the creek to encourage
their participation in - preservation - activities .such as
conservation easements and Agricultural Preservation
Districts. When we learned of Mr. Michael’s plans, we
changed ours. '

Upon learning of Mr. Michael’s intentions the

LAPC reconsidered ‘its priorities and determined to
explore the potential to purchase this property: This
decision was not made lightly. There were several
reasons why we felt this property was’ 1mportant
enough’ for the ACLT to commit to a major debt-
financed acquisition. First, and most important, we

believe this to be the first domino in a row on the north

side of the creek. Viewing the map, you can observe

that the Freeland property between the Michael prop- -
erty and the Bay is preserved forever in an APD (the

development rights have been sold). The properties to
the west are undeveloped, with no plans, but they be-

'cem..e v;/)rime development prospects if the Michael

property is constructed—and their values increase ac-
cordingly. In fact, one adjacent landowner has stated
her intentions to follow Mr. Michael’s lead (either to-

* wards preservation or towards development). Preserv-

ing the Michael property eliminates the only approved
(undeveloped) subdivision bordering the creek on the
north and ties into the Bay through the existing APD
on its east side. In addition, the property has substan-
tial natural values. The major creek draining into
Parkers Creek from the north side flows through the
Michael property. It also includes substantial upland

~wetlands and several large cypress trees. that may be

north of the Battle Creek Cypress Swamp. There was
also a seed producing Chestnut as recently as five years
ago. And finally, if we preserve this property, we in-
crease the probability that we can preserve other prop-
erties to the north of the creek and tie back into our
Russell tract which borders the southern bank of the
creek.

These were the major reasons we decided to pur-
sue this acquisition. There were other considerations.
First, we needed to assure ourselves that the two. large

tracts of land between this property and the existing

ACLT land are still safe - They are. At our last check,
there are no outstandmg ‘offers to purchase either for
commercial purposes and there are active negotiations
to purchase one for preservation. At this point the
LAPC discussed the acquisition with the Executive
Committee of the Board of Directors and later with the

Board. There has been pretty close to unanimous con-

sensus among all three groups throughout our delib-
erations that we should proceed.

After approval to proceed, - Ralph Dwan, Peg
Niland and I approached Mr. Michael to determine

- whether he would consider an offer from the ACLT.

He was not only agreeable; he expressed his sympathy
with our goals and encouraged us to submit an offer, so
we initiated negotiations. At this time we have devel-
oped the outlines of a proposal to purchase the prop-
erty for approximately $800,000. While this may ap-

pear expensive on a per acre basis, it is, in fact, chedp .

considering the likely value of 30 prime building lots.
In fact, Mr. Michael, who has been supportive of our
efforts from the beginning, may be willing to negotiate
a “bargain sale,” essentially meaning that he is selling

 the property for less than its appraised value and realiz-

ing a tax benefit for the balance. It is fair to state that
this property would have been beyond our reach had it
not been for Mr. Michael’s cooperation and willing-
ness to consider a “bargain sale” transaction.

Those of us who have been involved in this project
are excited about this opportunity to extend our hori-
zons and to place another key piece into the Parkers

Creek Watershed jigsaw puzzle. 'We are nevertheless .



S ‘contlguous natural .afea

TN ' tershed half® done, diminishing mgmﬁcantly, "'\: :

'comphshed sofar. = : L
‘Thé Kenneth Mlchael property and rts STt R
‘ surroundmg undeveloped parcels are just as - e .

- "f-crltlcal as-any: land:protected: to date because - | -
w0 of their: spemal features and the sensmvrty of |
S -] Parkers Creek. Only forty-ﬁve mmutes from
.Washmgton D.C., and. five to ten: minttes -

ERES :f,»'under ‘iritense development pressure. -

N most sensrtlve ‘area” of” the Parkers Creek wa="
“ ‘tershed. The development of : thiis - property
f,_"_‘f.would initiate: fragmentation of almost 3,000
.l acres: ‘of remammg contlguous forest and“ ’

wetlands and start 2 domino: effect that would,

S very aware of the obhgatlon We are creatmg for the-'-'
Tt s our. hope that our’ many: members w111‘}
R share in our concerns ‘our’ acquisition goals “our ex-
i 01tement and in the" dlssolutlon of the debt Becaus
" soon we will" 1n1t1ate fund. raising and "you- w1ll b
.r.and hearmg--
A The trme is right. . Our purpose 1s d.
s The deal is good Carped diem..

"ACLT..

- hearing, from us .. and hearing from us .

from:us ;

ey ~—Gary Loew Land Acqu1s1t10n Chalrpe S0

' ACLT Crosses Parkers Creek

s Fors ‘seven- years the ACLT has worked hard o‘ ‘
e protect the land withix of’ near the watershed of Parkers -
Creek the region’s largest ‘and most dlverse remammg‘-ﬁ
Ry f-Parkers Creek ‘is the most -
- pristine creek systernf' n. the western . shore of the: =
: :\‘Chesapeake Bay Within. its watershed are productlve ERS
. farmlands, forested uplands, stream valleys and non-' -
" tidal wetlands, freshwater and saltmarsh tidal wetlandsj. -
© batrier and pocket beaches ‘and fossil- bearmg seacliffs.
e ,!“Through the perseverance hard ‘work, and generosrty :

: The Land Acqu1s1t10n/Preservatlon Commlttee has s
- been in contact.for. several years “with- property owners .
8 vadjacent to the Michael tract ‘and. is optnmstlc that ] pr1— e
".'_vate protectlon bargaln sales to the ~county and a.na- o

. be nprotected S
- “Saving the: Mlchael tract s a bold*step for the f«

i -i;sale and the ACLT was founded. Each of 3 you ‘who had )

: --'fa part in that remarkable effort-and has seen the results;"- o
~can, 'm sure apprec1ate both the challenge ahead and' L

- the need to go forward.” - - vl e S :

‘We ‘are now one of the most respected nd aé-

o }V mountams—or sarve a creek

——Peg Nlland

of ACLT’s leadershlp -and’ membershlp, 650. .

‘acres of prime forest and farmland have beenv:-,-';_'_- : FET s :
. |  Dates Beach Road
rxvately-owned ‘acres - have' been protectedw_ O N R A DR I T

i 'protected through purchase and’ another 479

thr ugh ‘easement - donatlon or-enrollment in- )
countys Agrlcultural Preservatlon pro- R

So- why, when we've done 50 much and

.j-th1s land do we even consxder crossmg thef o

';’mg protectron to only'the south s1de of the

ereek is leavmg the task of protecting the wa- -.: :

~the | ecologrcal beneﬁt of what has been ac-_, e

. from the county seat the Parkers Creek area is

;‘Mlchael property is'currently .on the market as .
Y recorded sublelSlon—the first ‘within ‘the

A lead to, the bulldout of surroundmg propertles e

seem to have: our hands full mamtammg all o

- Kenwood Beach

tlonal ‘conservation: organlzatlon and the . donatlon of o
5 ',easements to ACLT will eventually occur once we se-. i

~cure this, key parcel The: hundred- -acre. Freeland farm E Ly
i‘vabuttlng the Mlchael tract on the bay s1de has already SE L

e ACLT Jjust. asitwas when the Gravatt property was for oy ‘

' vicomphshed land trusts in_ the’ State ‘of Maryland and?_‘f, B
"j_'w1th the support of our. membershlp, we can move - R




. \,Wetland Losses Report -
Statrstrcs from a U.S: Department of the Interlor

report cited in the Committee To Preserve Assateague'-'_ PR
' island Newsletter of Jan./Feb. 1994 prov1de even more .
L ,1ncent1ve to pursue our goal of protectmg land in the
¢ Parkers Creek watershed e

- “The land area now compnsmg the U S

o (221'million acres in the lower 48 states) e
“Consrderable change in wetland drstrrbutron has

‘ ‘ taken place since the 1780’s—a 53% loss. 10° states: -
"+ Arkansas, California;- Connecticut, Illmors Indiaria; S
. Towa, Kentucky, Maryland, MlSSOU.rl and Ohro——have_ e

‘: ?:'\lACLT Speakers Serres Begms 5

L _June 24 at Chestnut Cabin .~~~
L Mark your: calendars for Frrday, June 24-at 8 00 o
»jg-_v:p m. down at the: Chestnut - .Cabin on ‘Bluebell Road . -

_.-’.(Gate B) in Screntlsts Cliffs. That’s the kick-off even- .
';":.mg for.a: series of ACLT-sponsored speakers - and. "
events on the state of the Chesapeake Bay and. 1ts sur- S

ding watersheds

o on’ June 24!

= - The ACLT speaker serres w1ll cover several other{
subjects later this year. . W' will prov1de you:a com-.:,.

o eplete lrstmg of future events’ and their locations in the . -
- fall newsletter of in a- specral mailing in- September
2 Please join us for these events and bring along a frrend .'
S or nerghbor too 50 we can spread the word on 'Af LT

.'See you on June 24

f':_jplus volunteers of ‘all - ages. from " the -Pert Repubhc', L
'_"iicommumtles -of Westem Shores Governors Run, o0
w’,‘:Kenwood Beach; Scientists’ Cliffs and Parkers “Creek RO
.- turned-out to plck up trash along the county roads1des RN

B 'f.of their.neighborhoods. - - S

. rrgl;
= nally contained almost 392 million acres of wetlands_'

- beach ‘at Governors Run and enjoyed grllled hot dogs, . .

< sodas,” beer, chips, oranges ‘and homemade cookies. .

: Everyone enjoyed the opportunlty to" meet and prcnrc el
. with their neighbors as attested by cooks Paula Johnson - . o

“and-Carl Flelschhauer who reported the consumptron_ '
. ',of 200 hot dogs/ L :

The June 24 program has two parts Flrst we. w1ll : E , Calvert Farmlan a Trus t

o ,show 4’ short, 30 minute " film narrated ‘by- ‘Walter
) ,‘V.Cronkhrte on how the health of the Bay is- linked. di- .
2 frectly to-the land around it. . This film was the feature_' S
v'presentatron during the 1993 -exhibit on" Chesapeake S
. - Bay-at the Natronal Geographrc Socrety s Explorers -
... Halk “This-is. an exeept1onal film, a “must see” for
" ACLT members who; by protectmg the land are also L
o helpmg to save the Bay: o
. Next;'we will hear’ form Joe Mrhursky, professor
s : of ecology at the Umversrty of Maryland’s Chesapeake Tl
s ,Blologwal Laboratory Joe Mrhursky has been a resi- .
' 'r"ident of Calvert county for. more than 30 years. He'is
v',‘the former dlrector of the blologlcal labs at Solomon sl
- and former associate director of the Umversrty s Center -
~for’ Estuarme Studles Wrth about:a- 30-m1nute shde".,
. presentation, Joe will tell us how the Bay is doing and =~ "~
oo what the current focus ‘is of the multi-state and federal S
. program torestore the Bay to better health.
<~ Chestnut. Cahln space’is. 11m1ted S0 call the ACLT B
] ofﬁce (410-586- 1570) to. be sure you w1ll have a. seat ’

‘ ,conservatron effort. in. Calvert County—the Calvertf_
. _Farmland Trust Presrdent John Crane and V1ce Presr--i
~dent John Prouty, both members of ACLT report the oo

" farmland trust will act as an’ mtermed1ary in the’ ‘trans-- ; |
~ - fer of valuable farmland from one ‘owner.to. another. S ET
o W have enclosed the1r brochure whlch tells more,v‘; : :

" about their’ preservatlon goals and- how the citizens of ..

: Calvert County and the" State of Maryland wrll beneﬁt'. ORI
. from their success. e

5 !The Ice Rains of 1994;
" Bad News and Good News

and 1nv1te others to Jom us m our 1mportant efforts

‘ v“. —Paul Dennett Ve

“arth Day Cleanup A Success' S
" For three hours on. Saturday, Aprll 23 seventy-

- More than ‘a’ dozen ACLT members set up a”

, v - spackle bucket brrgade and cleaned out the’ trash accu~ - - o
.o lost 70% or .more of their acreage -The report. esti-" o “mulated over many years: from a gully on ACLT land; R
- . mates that- Maryland originally -had 1,650,000 [acres -

SR ;of] wetlands circa 1780°s, and this, declmed to 440 000 /

- circa 1980 a 73‘7 declzne 2 S

off Parkers Creek Road, Nelghbors of the gully project. - o

Jorned in the effort wh1ch resulted:in ﬁllmg a40'cubic

" foot dumpster' Another dumpster of the. same size was: - R

. placed at' Governors Run and the" cleanup crews, lead
by Steve Kullen;- almost filled'it; too! . o mif

~ At noon the group.gathered on the beautrful sunny o

ACLT welcomes the newest. land trust to join: ti

"Both . CFT and ACLT were - recently awarded"“ o

“-grants. from the " ‘Maryland - Env1ronmental ‘Trust’ §.o R

Janice Hollmann Grant Fund for. admmlstranve costs "

" CFT's primary use of their funds was for the printing.of =~~~

-, their. attractive “brochure. ;. ACLT" Tooks ‘forward to .

- working with the Farmland Trust in projects.within the =

_“Parkers’ Creek Battle Creek and Govemors Run wa- o
itersheds : : L : o

S Called an’ “Ice. Storm » it m1ght well have been as,
storm, but was’ actually several days of ice rains.” This ~
event, the Tikes ofwhich- -most old-timers could' not .
‘remember (ACLT ‘neighbor Goiirley ‘Weems® recalled =T -
somethmg llke it in 1943) happened durmg the second; A

By contmuted on page 7:};« N



Sy ‘} L COOKOUT AT THE MICHAEL FARM

w Mark you calendar for the afternoon of .Iune_z_i startmg at 3 00 p m when there W111 be a cookout o !
show off this property. The owner, Mr. Kenneth Micha s agreed to permit ACLT to invite our members.and -
~ his nerghbors on the north side of Parkers Creek, and he has eveii offered to host.the event.: The property is-.

reached by turmng south off Dares Beach Road on Double Oak Road to the entrance approxrmately 1 rmle on the S
”left O P SR Fre e sl Ty e

, After readmg about our prospectrve purchase of the Kenneth Mlchael property, we. are sure you have
' questrons that we have not been addressed in the limited space ¢ of our newsletter. We hope that you can joinus ©
~for an informational picnic when our Land Acqursmon Committee will give an overview of ACLT's future plans,gl T

get: 1nput ‘from' our members and answer. any questions you may have.  Guided h1k1ng tours, a sl1de show, LA
‘~act1v1t1es for the krds, volleyball and a P1g Roast w1]1 all make for a great afternoon' s LT

It would help us in: planmng the plcnlc 1f you would mdlcate your 1nterest in attendrng by returmng thei ;
‘»Plcmc Reservation-on the reverse side if you are able to attend. The picnic will be located in the area. near the' S
-;re51dence, S0 1t s on ram or shme Bnng your farmly and a blanket or foldrng charrs : R /

The Amerrcan Chesmut Land Trust T
" P.O. Box 204 I
. f Port Repubho MD 20675




L ‘National Capital Area; Combined Federal Campaign of- Central Maryland; the Maryland Charity Campaign, Montgomery County,

E ,"'PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT

ey Yes, I want o see our: latest proposed purchase, learn more about the ACLT 'S future preservatzon plans and jozn members and others -

o f'.Maryland (EEFM) to raise funds through payroll deduction ‘and educate Maryland citizens about what is bemg done to improve the

CUNAME o — . . 8 comw

The Amencan Chesmut Land Trust has Jomed 19 other envxromnental organlzatrons in the newly formed Envrromnental Fund for

'envuonment in’our state. A Iot of dlllgent ‘work has resulted in our ‘admission in 1993 to the. Combmed Federal Campaign of the§

. ‘Miles and Stockbndge—Easton Egghead Software and West Marine. In 1994, our goal is to be listed asa non-profit payroll deduction
R (recerprent in an addrtronal 21 workplaces - pnvate corporauon banks, hospltals and county govemments s :
o The Environmental Fund for ‘Maryland-offers employees: the opportumty to’give 10 their favorite non-proﬁt envrronmental
© organizations. convemently and is a tremendous potentral for us to recelve the much needed fundlng for our programs EFM members N

C.are. llsted below. -

I you are employed by a company or govemment agency who partrcrpates in workplace glvmg, you ‘can help us. It is extremely ’

8 rmportant for us- to know when the Fall Campaign Kick-Offs take place so that we can have a representauon from EFM there to man a

" booth or table, give a presentatron or. hand out brochures The dlfﬁculty for us 1s knowmg when. agencres or departments K1ck-0ffs_ o ,1

Lo take place. This is where you can assist us.

The following survey isto 1dent1fy where our members who partlcrpate in workplace glvmg work so that we can be in touch

L with you next fall. All we w111 need from you then is to let us know when your department/drvrsron/office wrll be ‘holding a Krck-Off '

or employee information day, and the name of the contact person for your campaign. - - 5 KRR
' While we welcome . -anyone's help in putting up: our EFM poster aud handlng out brochures, our real need is to know WHEN: SR

S your event. will occur by knowmg WHERE you work,

If you have any questions regarding our request please contact Jun Eacker Admmlslrator for the Environmental Fund for' |
: Maryland at 410-461 9199 or Peg erand at the ACLT ofﬁce at 410-586-1570 Please, f" il m the Survey form below and return it to o

; ;'the ACLT Oﬂ"ce

R ' The Accokeek Foundatron s Alhance for the Chesapeake Bay * Amencan Chestnut Land Trust # Anaeosha ‘Wasershed Soclety S
S Audubon Naturalist Socrety of Central Atlanuc States # .Bay erge Trust # Chesapeake Bay Foundation # Chesapeake Wildlife Heritage' .~
"Clean Water Fund £ Comm1ttee to Preserve Assateague Island ‘% ‘Conservation Federatron of Maryland % EasmwelmiConservancy '_ o
The Howard County Conservancy # Trvine Natural Science Center % Lower Shore Land Trust # MarylaﬂSaveOtS&eams A
o AR M1d Atlantrc Couneﬂ of Trout Unlnmted # The Nature Conservancy ' —

L L e e SR S e e S i e FOLD---—----~-----------------~--------7-

: *j’_;ENVIRONMENTAL» FUND OF MARYLAND SURVEY ~

O FEDERAL CAMPAIGN
0O STATE CAMPAIGN

@ OTHER _

DEVESION

- "TELEPHONE NUMBER WHERE 1 CAN BE CONTACTED NEXT FALL TO KEEP YOU INFORMED OF 'IHEDAE AND N

. TIME OF MY 'WORKPLACE GIVING. CAMPAIGN.( ) .. .~ ODAY

3 EVENING

o _appﬁabs o

PICNIC RESERVATION
MICHAEL FARM R

P1g Roast' Tours' Shde Show' Leam about preservmg thrs property and the Parkers Creek watershed'

for the pzcnzc on June 25thfrom3 6pm R e

Name B

/V"«’Q”‘Number."Attendyin‘g A P,

; _EI ;.‘:Veg‘eta'rian', /



5. . week of February. The ACLT area was among the - -
@) " hardest hit"in Maryland and few trees survived un-
;damaged Some. - ACLT trails were not only impass- -

" able, but invisible, buried under some forest grant s

= ">1dea of Pick- -Up-Sticks.

2 ‘Ice 'rain 'requirés an uncommon atmospherrc. 8
U sandw1ch starting with snow, which melts as it falls . .

i ,through ‘warmer air and then falls into a thin subfreez—f_".
- 'ing - air. layer near the ground. If not frozen to: graupel" "

2 ;(pellets of snow) in transit, the super-cooled droplets

. Others bent progressrvely ‘under -their: sparklmg load,

LS ,;;producmg curved icicles in the process: '(If the’ branch..'- SR
... :broke" but stayed attached a sharply bent 1c1cle re-__

'sulted )

S Y But the worst was yet to come.” Before thlS ice -

_ 'had melted off the trees and defymg any odds more, -
-+ ice rain spread across the area at the-end of that week. -
. increasing- the ‘ice . load-on the- trees up to ‘about: 3/4
./ inch, and later that Frlday a moderate wind began- to
. blow. Many branches: ‘and- whole irees were now - ..
stressed beyond their desrgn strengths Healthy 4-1nch S
-~ diameter branches sound like gunshots when they snap, = ..
Lo and durmg the herght of this ice'war” on Friday night, ~
2 ‘/ - one could hear one “shot” every five seconds. - Nearby - .-

cases accompamed by a second: bang, through artoofl

: numbers of power: . ‘lines already sagging - under ‘the

g ;.we1ght of ice., Collapsmg branches and- trees blocked - .-
<" roads and ACLT trails, punctured roofs; squashed gar- o
" den ornamentals, damaged «cars and even-injured-a few " .
« people. ACLT ne1ghbors lost power- (and therefore . -
furnace heat) for up to-a week: Frozen food thawed, el
-and eventually sp011ed Mlnor roads resembled skatmg L
tinks, a challenge even for. the sure-footed “While . -

* some people. camped out in the1r own homes, others -
DEcamped to motels or relatives as soon as roads were

- passable. After the ice melted and fell off the trees-
‘ - most of it on the 13th-and: 14th—the mut11ated trees

" remained as eyesores and  the: downed “trees and‘-;.,
~ . branches as increased firé hazards (although comparr-»"

: ;,sons to:California are unjustified: and uresponsrble)

- freeze in contact with any hard surface, such as trees: -
" Ice rains first came to the ACLT area during the period - "~
7-9- February, encrusting everything -with about 1/4~ . -
1/2 inch of clear ice. - A number. of branches broke. =

_shots were. followed by the eerie bone like clatter of. ice -
d the snap of addltlonal branches-as the ice- welghted'. =

branches plummeted: toward: the ground, their. sharply: . -
.pomted ‘broken-‘ends in- some instances . embeddmg el
‘vg:themselves a foot. or more in the earth. . Or in-other ..

S By the thousands; branches and even occasional:
: ~.-f.trees came: crashmg down—often’ taklng their neigh- -~
. bors with. them. (I roughly éstimate; 10 to 50 branches .-
. /per ‘wooded acre, perhaps ten 10’ twenty- thousand on . "
< 'v:the ACLT alone, ) The hail of wood. pulled down large: .

N At first. thought our February ice “storm” seems' a'_
‘/f: catastrophe Yes, as with forest fires, hurricanes, and-
RN ‘volcamc eruptlons there are never just loseérs, but win- -

“ - ners too. In’ the Land Trust forests the downed wood.; -

: ‘_ is’ good news for the complex ecosystem of wood-,‘. S
f'-‘consummg organisms—numerous - species of fungi, . -
L_term1tes beetles as well as.the birds and other animals’ NI

- preying ‘on them. - For. many forest-interior dwelling =
~animals the tangle of downed branches provrdes wel-

~ “come cover against predation, even ds the more open" R
" canopy. offers; predators like hawks® and parasmc CoOW- 1w

) brrds a better- view, Openlng the" canopy brmgs i

: 'unllght promotmg w1ldﬂowers ‘and releasmg' 5

v -suffering trees in the understory The bad news..
.S that the extra sunhght w1ll also encourage the further‘ - ‘

! spread. of. éxotic pests’ hke Japanese honeysuckle Oriee e
~.-ental b1ttersweet and annual weeds. More: sunhghtf Tg
. “also means drier- forest ﬂoors and mcreased ﬁre hazard S
" Tree- lovers depressed by the uprootrng of-a forest grant L "

should 1nstead focus on thé deep: depressron where the =
~ oot mass was: Where they indent mesic valley ﬂoors T
-, such:root holes; some.of them 3 feet deep and- 15 feet”}
‘across; may ‘hold water for weeks ata time, servmg as

" Natural “vemal pools and, ecologlcally, as’ amphrbran FRy
7 v'hatcherles and - other - habitat. " - Tree- uprootmg also S
. ' “plows” ‘organic- nutr1ents deep mto ‘the ‘subsoil . and, .

i along with all the downed wood, makes the Land Trust
" in'some ways more like the old- -growth forest thatonce - - -
. grew there To that extent the ice rains may- have come Tl
'to the aid of some creatures now rare and endangered '

~The ACLT’s trees themselves -are ‘the obvious -

losers, particularly species like Virginia pine and black'ﬁ
-_cherry, many of which snapped-or uprooted However,
- there ubiquitous second-growth trees ‘are part of the
B .,S"success1on anyway, and not so typlcal of  the -old
K “growth.. forest [many . conservatlomsts wish to. restore e
- Large ‘sycamuores, beeches .and - yellow poplar all_ ST N
~ - ‘common on the ACLT; lost innumerable medium-sized. = = - -
“: - branches (typrcally 2- to-5- 1nch base drameter and- 10—-;_, T
ot 20-feet-long). - Our . namesake Amer1can Chestnut S
also-lost a few’ branches hopefully ot speedmg up its .
~ultimate. demrse too much. While the’ resultrng wounds -
~'~prov1de damagmg fungi and bacterra TEeW. entryways .
into-the numerous-injured trees, most can and will re- -
cover, although who:can say. how much the1r ultrmate;-,;“ SR
life” expectancy w1ll have been reduced (or even in-- ;"
L rcreased if a competmg neighbor is. the first to go; or if - B
" "the reduced sail area caused by 1 branch loss protects the. S
’tree from a future wind - storm) AN
ke It is plausrble that evolutlon has engrneered trees EE
'f.;. to lose medium-size. ‘branches ‘as “weak links,” srnce_ S :
“the loss -of a major limb is 11ker to shorten the tree’s
- remammg life greatly, and a snapped or: uprooted trunk'f.z‘ R
) 'generally ends it. ‘A seeming’ paradox is the common -+
~loss. of the- hrghest and healthiest: branches;. leavmg R
{many half-dead w1dowmakers to ‘survive-the ice.’ “The
* explanation -is’ to -be-found in’ the greater number of
--small tw1gs hence greater surface area for i iceraccumu- © ¢
“lation, - on - the healthrest branches Wthh though " .
8 strongest ‘were: not’ strong enough to suppott . all that-
ice. A brgger mystery is why-so. few' smaller branches - I
.--and tw1gs broke off separately under the Welght of the;y DI N




o Maryland’s natlve trmber

l’-Amerlcan Chestnut Land Trust Inc.,", -i’.} A

Post Office: Box 204"
Port Republlc, Maryland 20676

: e It may be that they weére. able to accommodate the:

dce - “elastically, by bendmg, ‘while - -medium-sized

" branches were not: ~An alternatrve “ski boot” theory."

- 'says.that the smaller branches and tw1gs were actually -

- protected agamst breakage by their ‘splints: of ice, forc- -

' " ing the break to-occur-on:a bigger-branch ‘whose icy

,;sheath gave. it relatrvely less protectlon ‘muchas ‘ad-

- ‘vanced-ski-boots reduced: the 1nc1dence of broken an-

5 kles (and total breken bones) at the expense of stronger'-.

L "shm bones.: ' \

e Even for people some good came. from. the qce

: -rams “ Commuters trapped at"home redlscovered the

. virtues-of nelghborlmess Whoever was there to be-. -

R hold the spectacular beauty of ice- armored ‘trees will -

k/never remeémber only the butchered treetops Watch—_' i

. ing how local ecosystems respond to this ¢ natural ex=

i v,g‘perrment”‘can ‘teach” us what -we’ mlght never have
* " learned,-and ACLT visitors: ate. encourages “to watch .

carefully to. see what “happens. - More tang1ble the ™ .

SACLT/ hopes to -salvage the- larger downed logs do oo

o panel a future office and teach v151tors about Southem R

growth, . and fatter ‘deer.

~addicted. -

: ,It seems the mam thmg we: humans lost (and that -
-only: temporarlly) was electr1c1ty, to.which we all are "=
. Pre-electric generatrons lived around" .
-wood—fueled pot-bellled stoves.  These-old-timers only
knew bad roads ‘and semi-isolation, and.ate barnyard .-
chickens' mstead of frozen ‘breasts from a° distant Su-
permarket Ice rains in’ their time were- ho doubt mere.
'nulsances Progress has made.us more vulnerable! = f o
S Earller still, “the local Indlans ‘who- only know_ S
, ‘tstone axes;’ mlght have thanked their Great- Sprrrt for all.” -

_the_ firéwood; .and for openingthe forest canopy to .- -
_sunlight, encouraging. betry. productron and browse‘ g
. ‘Maybe it ‘was some: time- -
. traveling Indians, angered by what 'we have dene to the -~

~ land; who called on- the Great Sp1r1t to bombard our’ g

Cpower lmes' el o

7,;——Peter Vogt-f\f RN
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