
1 

On April 2, 1999, The Nature Conservancy purchased its fifth and largest 
parcel of land on Parkers Creek; the 820‐acre Louis L. Goldstein property. 
The property, known as the “Bay Farm,” includes approximately one‐half 
mile of shoreline on the Chesapeake Bay and over one mile of shoreline on 
Parkers Creek. From the Chesapeake Bay, the property borders our Double 
Oak Farm, runs westward to the previously protected Somervell property, 
and south of the creek to the boundary of our Commodore/Russell tracts 
(see accompanying map). 

Negotiations for this magnificent parcel began in 1985 and were 
brought to conclusion by Mr. Goldstein’s son and daughters, Philip Gold‐ 
stein, Margaret Janney, and Louisa Goldstein, as a memorial to their par‐ 
ents. This property will offer protection to several rare plant and animal 
species, Miocene fossil deposits in the cliffs, and historic and culturally sig‐ 
nificant sites.  Its beautiful forests will provide passive recreation for public 
enjoyment. As you can see from the map, this parcel of land was a major 
missing piece in the puzzle to preserve and protect land surrounding Park‐ 
ers Creek. 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Partnerships Make Progress 
1999 was a terrific year because we brought many aspects of our opera‐ 
tions in sharper focus and increased our capacity to accomplish our goals— 
to do a good job for you, our members ‐ our shareholders. I’m happy to 
report to you that things are going very well for ACLT. 

Over the past year we’ve built some administrative infrastructure that 
improves our ability to get our job done. We’ve refined our governance 
structure and personnel policies—in the nick of time—as we have added 
two terrific new staff members to the ACLT team, Fran Stump, our Ad‐ 
ministrative Assistant/Volunteer Coordinator and Dan Sampson, our Land 
Manager. Fran and Dan are a wonderful addition to our long term volun‐ 
teer office staff members, Paul Berry, ACLT’s Treasurer and Ginny Mur‐ 
phy, Membership Coordinator. We have added many fantastic new volun‐ 
teers in the field this year. Thanks to each of you for your help, support, 
and great ideas. 

Through expanded community activities and outreach in the past year 
ACLT broadened and deepened its relationships with other individuals 
and organizations who share our goals. Internally we improved the links 
between our program planning, budgeting, and fundraising. We took stock 
of our portfolio by studying our land, parcel by parcel, and we’ve made 
decisions that will guide its current and long‐term uses. We revised our for‐ 
est management plans to prioritize long term stewardship and conserva‐ 
tion. 

Our partnership with The Nature Conservancy (TNC) and the Mary‐ 
land Department of Natural Resources (DNR) resulted in the protection 
of the Goldstein Bayside Farm this year, an addition of over 800 acres. 
With this land comes additional land management responsibilities. 

During the past four years ACLT has been a partner in bringing over 
1,700 acres into long term protection from development, this is in addition 
to our own holdings of 812 acres. Most of this land lies on the north side 
of Parkers Creek. With the acquisition of the Goldstein Farm we have suc‐ 
cessfully protected both sides of the Creek. You and future generations 
will be able to canoe up the creek and see what much of the Chesapeake 
region must have looked like before development began. 

Do you ever wonder why organizations like TNC and DNR come to 
the aid of our beautiful Parkers Creek watershed? Perhaps some of their 
reasons are the same as mine. I’d like to share with you some of my rea‐ 
sons for giving my personal time on nights and weekends to promote the 
welfare of this watershed. For me it is important to form a connection to 
something that is larger than myself, to promote the welfare of parts of 
the planet that can’t speak for themselves. I believe that the land and the 
creatures that belong to it have a right to exist for their own sakes, 
whether or not we humans happen to have thought of a “use” for them. 

(Continued on page 9) 
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New Board Members 
At the annual meeting held in Oc‐ 
tober, ACLT recognized the retire‐ 
ment of two of its long‐standing 
board members, Carl Fleischhauer, 
and Ed Greene. Carl was elected 
to the Board of Directors in 1987, 
and has been a leader in the study, 
preservation, and printed presenta‐ 
tion of the cultural and historical 
resources on and near ACLT prop‐ 
erty. Ed Greene came on board in 
1993 and served diligently as chair‐ 
man of the Budget and Finance 
Committee and has contributed 
frequent newsletter articles on 
planned giving. Leaving the board 
earlier this year, was Jim Sanders, 
who chaired the ad hoc Land Use 
Committee, which prepared 
ACLT’s first Land Use Plan. Jim 
left to become a department head 
at Old Dominion University. We 
are sincerely grateful for their ser‐ 
vice and dedication. 

Peter N. Stathis 
Peter and his family are long‐ 
standing, original Charter members 
(14 years) of the American Chest‐ 
nut Land Trust. Many of you know 
and admire Peter for his involve‐ 
ment in various community activi‐ 
ties. He has been serving on the 
ACLT Budget and Finance Com‐ 
mittee for the past two years. 

Peter is recently retired from 
the U.S. General Accounting Of‐ 
fice (GAO) where he served as the 
audit manager for management 
and financial reviews of programs 
at various Federal Agencies. He is 
now volunteering during tax sea‐ 
son with “Community Tax Aid,” 

helping low‐income city residents 
with their tax returns. He is also 
the Chairman of the Audit Com‐ 
mittee for the Scientists’ Cliffs As‐ 
sociation. 

Peter is a Certified Public Ac‐ 
countant, and holds an MBA de‐ 
gree from the George Washington 
University. He and his family re‐ 
side in Washington, D.C., and in 
Scientists’ Cliffs. Peter has gener‐ 
ously agreed to be nominated for a 
three‐year term on the ACLT 
Board and to assume Chairman‐ 
ship of the ACLT Budget and Fi‐ 
nance Committee. 

John C. Smith, Jr. 
John Smith is a long time (almost 
10 years) Corporate member and 
strong supporter of the ACLT. He 
is one of the best‐known partici‐ 
pants in community activities in 
Southern Maryland and has been a 
great friend of the ACLT and 
other environmental organizations 
for many years. He is an active 
member of too many organizations 
to mention here, but a few are 
summarized below. 

John is the Government Affairs 
Representative of the Baltimore 
Gas and Electric Company 
(BG&E) for Calvert, Charles, Dor‐ 
chester and St. Mary’s Counties 
and has been actively employed by 
the company for the past 44 years. 
His job is to be engaged in govern‐ 
ment and community relations and 
advocacy on behalf of BG&E cus‐ 
tomers, employees and stockhold‐ 
ers. Just a few of John’s many ac‐ 
tivities which relate to ACLT and 
to Calvert County are listed here 
to give you an idea of his breadth 

of experience and interest in the 
community: 
Ø Chairman, Tri‐County Council of 

Southern Maryland 
Ø Member Advisory Board, Calvert 

Farmland Trust 
Ø Past President/Chairman of the 

Board, Calvert County Chamber of 
Commerce 

Ø Member, League of Women Voters 
Ø Member: Maryland Waterman’s 

Assoc., Maryland Association of 
Counties, Maryland Municipal 
League, Kiwanis Club, Rotary Club, 
Elks Club, Knights of Columbus, 
Animal Welfare League, Chesa‐ 
peake Environmental Protection 
Assoc., Jefferson Patterson Park, 
Calvert Marine Museum, Southern 
Maryland Economic Development 
Assoc., Calvert Historical Society, 
Solomons Island Business Associa‐ 
tion. 

John has received the follow‐ 
ing distinctions: 
Ø Governor’s Citation for commit‐ 

ment to working to preserve Mary‐ 
land’s bountiful history 

Ø Calvert County Board of County 
Commissioners Citation for Public 
Service 

Ø The John C. Smith Public Service 
Award established by the Calvert 
County Chamber of Commerce. 

John lives in Huntingtown, 
Maryland. He has graciously 
agreed to be nominated to the 
ACLT Board of Directors for a 
one‐year term, and to be a part of 
the Membership and Outreach 
Committee. He has enthusiastically 
agreed to spearhead a new Corpo‐ 
rate/Business membership pro‐ 
gram for the ACLT over the com‐ 
ing year. 

—Alan Wilson 

Around ACLT …
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ACLT Welcomes 
New Staff Members 
In May of 1999, ACLT hired Fran 
Stump, a full‐time Administrative 
Assistant/Volunteer Coordinator. 
Fran serves as office manager, and 
assists me, the executive director, 
Paul Berry, ACLT’s treasurer, and 
Ginny Murphy, our membership 
coordinator. Fran is the first line of 
contact for the public and is the 
cheery voice you hear on our 
phones. Her professionalism and 
talents have added a new level of 
efficiency to the day‐to‐day opera‐ 
tion of the business. As Volunteer 
Coordinator, Fran works closely 
with committee chairs in the re‐ 
cruitment, training, job assignment, 
and keeping data records for our 
many volunteer needs. 

Dan Sampson, ACLT’s full‐time 
Land Manager, joined us in No‐ 
vember. His primary responsibility 
is to oversee stewardship of ap‐ 
proximately, 2,800 acres of land 
either owned or managed by 
ACLT. Dan contributes his consid‐ 
erable expertise and assistance to 
the ACLT Land Management Com‐ 
mittee in order for them to meet 
their goals and objectives. He 
monitors each parcel of land to 
conform with the specific usage as 
determined by the ACLT Board of 
Directors, The Nature Conser‐ 
vancy, The Department of Natural 
Resources and easement restric‐ 
tions of the Maryland Environ‐ 
mental Trust. 

Below, both Fran and Dan talk 
about their positions with ACLT, 
their interests, and past experi‐ 
ences. 

—Peg Niland 

From Fran Stump: 
“For those of you who haven’t met 
me yet, I am the new Administra‐ 
tive Assistant/Volunteer Coordina‐ 
tor for ACLT. If I haven’t called on 
you yet to volunteer, I soon will! 

“I come to ACLT with over 
five years of experience in volunteer 
program management in a state 
government setting. I held a tri‐ 
county position with the St. Mary’s 
County Department of Social Ser‐ 
vices, as the Volunteer Activities 
Coordinator. I had an office in Cal‐ 
vert, Charles, and St. Mary’s, and 
rotated daily between the three 
counties. For each department, I 
recruited, trained, and often di‐ 
rectly supervised volunteers for pro‐ 
jects such as the Emergency Food 
Pantry distributions, clerical pro‐ 
jects, the Representative Payee Pro‐ 
gram, Christmas in April, Transi‐ 
tional Emergency Medical and 
Housing Program, and many oth‐ 
ers. The number of volunteers 
greatly increased around Thanksgiv‐ 
ing and Christmas, when each de‐ 
partment coordinates an annual 
food and toy distribution to county 
residents in need. As the Volunteer 
Coordinator, I was responsible for 
conducting these holiday projects 
in each county, locating sources of 
and funding for food and gifts, re‐ 
cruiting volunteers to staff the dis‐ 
tributions and scheduling distribu‐ 
tion times for each county. During 
the holidays alone, I had the re‐ 
sponsibility of coordinating the ef‐ 
forts of 120‐150 volunteers in the 
various holiday giving programs. 

“For ACLT, I currently provide 
administrative support to the Ex‐ 
ecutive Director and Treasurer, to 
include managing the daily opera‐ 
tions of the office, writing checks 

for the Treasurer to sign, handling 
the membership database with 
Ginny Murphy, and designing and 
collating materials to put into in‐ 
troductory packets for new and/or 
potential members. I am also 
working with the Volunteer Com‐ 
mittee to streamline volunteer re‐ 
cruiting and coordinating for the 
organization. 

“As another part of my duties, 
I represent ACLT on the Environ‐ 
mental Fund for Maryland Board 
of Directors, and am also a repre‐ 
sentative on the Calvert Artist 
Showcase Committee. 

“I graduated from St. Mary’s 
College of Maryland in 1991 with a 
B.A. in Human Development. Af‐ 
ter graduating from college, I 
worked as an assistant director for 
a daycare center, and Job Devel‐ 
oper for United Cerebral Palsy of 
Southern Maryland, before work‐ 
ing with the Department of Social 
Services. 

“In addition to spending time 
with my husband Mike, and our 13 
year‐old cat, my hobbies include 
cross‐stitch, reading, painting ce‐ 
ramics, and spending time with 
family, including my five nieces 
and one nephew. Mike and I also 
frequently visit Myrtle Beach, 
South Carolina, where we were 
married almost 2 years ago.” 

From Dan Sampson: 
“If you haven’t met me yet, I am 
the ACLT’s newly hired Land 
Manager. I will be assisting ACLT 
with the preparation and imple‐ 
mentation of ecosystem and for‐ 
estry management plans, mainte‐ 
nance and upkeep of the ACLT’s 
cultural resources (for example 
barns and cemeteries), and en‐
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forcement of land use rules and 
policies. In addition, I will be help‐ 
ing out with ecological surveys, 
vegetation mapping, and the ACLT 
GIS (Geographic Information Sys‐ 
tem). 

“I graduated from the Univer‐ 
sity of New Hampshire in 1993 
with a Bachelor of Science in Ento‐ 
mology, and before returning to 
school full‐time, I took environ‐ 
ment‐related coursework at Har‐ 
vard and Tufts Universities. In 
1999, I received my Master of Envi‐ 
ronmental Management from the 
Duke University Nicholas School 
of the Environment where I fo‐ 
cused on habitat evaluation and 
reserve design. While at Duke, I 
was a teaching assistant for Marine 
Invertebrate Zoology and Environ‐ 
mental Analysis Using GIS. 

“Between UNH and Duke, I 
worked at Millipore, Corp., a 
leader in separations technology, 
building and testing water filtration 
prototypes for a home hemodialy‐ 
sis unit as well as performing Qual‐ 
ity Control work. In addition to 
my work at Millipore, I worked in 
a hardware store, a screw factory, a 
pharmacy, a bulk mailer, and a 
public marine laboratory. In addi‐ 
tion, I have worked as a chamber‐ 
maid, a trash collector, and a water 
quality analyst. 

“Some of my favorite activities 
include playing the guitar, carpen‐ 
try work, reading, photography, 
and sailing. I look forward to see‐ 
ing the rest of Maryland, and hik‐ 
ing the mighty Catoctins this spring 
and summer.” 

Earth Day 2000 
April 29 – 9:00 AM 

Governors Run, Kenwood Beach, 
Scientists Cliffs,  Parkers Creek 

and  the Double Oak and 
Southern  Maryland hunt clubs 

Join us for the tenth annual five‐ 
community clean up and picnic. 
Meet at the ACLT Barn for direc‐ 
tions to special project sites. 

Picnic to follow at Double Oak 
Farm  (East on Dares Beach Road 
two miles,  south on Double Oak 
Road). 

Calendar Highlights 
Calvert Artists Showcase 
The Calvert Artist Showcase 
(“CASH”) is a benefit event that 
reaches out to the community in a 
brand new way. The Showcase 
pairs 10 performing acts with 10 
local non‐profit organizations. 
Each of the acts has agreed to 
share talents on stage at the Mary 
Harrison Center beginning at 2 p. 
m. Sunday, March 5, 2000. Each 
performer, in turn, has chosen a 
Calvert County‐based non‐profit 
group to receive 10 percent of the 
event’s net proceeds. One of the 
participating performers, jazz musi‐ 
cian Harriet Yaffe, selected the 
American Chestnut Land Trust as 
her “chosen” non‐profit to benefit 
from her participation. 

Tickets for the event are 
$15.00 each, or $10.00 for those 
age 18 and under or 60 and over. 
Tickets are available for sale at the 
American Chestnut Land Trust of‐ 
fice, 2420 Aspen Road, or through 
any of our board of directors as 
well as additional locations. Please 
call the land trust at (410) 586‐1570 

for further information or to 
schedule ticket purchase. 

Remember to buy your tickets 
early, and mark Sunday March 5, 
2000, 2:00 p.m. on your calendar! 

ACLT Canoe Trips 
ACLT sponsors canoe trips at sev‐ 
eral of times of the year for public 
enjoyment and education. The ca‐ 
noe trips are usually held on a Sat‐ 
urday, starting at 10 a.m., departing 
from Warrior’s Rest Sanctuary. For 
approximately two hours, you can 
enjoy a ride in a canoe, and learn 
about Parkers Creek. Reservations 
are required for each trip. Please 
call the ACLT office at (410) 586‐ 
1570 with the number in your 
party, and whether or not you will 
be bringing your own canoe. As 
weather conditions may cause a 
cancellation or postponement, we 
suggest you call the office if condi‐ 
tions are questionable where you 
will hear a recorded message an‐ 
nouncing any changes. The 
schedule for the year 2000 is as 
follows: April 1, June 3, July 15, Sep‐ 
tember 9, and November 4. 

Administrative Assistant Fran Stump (l.) and 
Irmy Flinn, a ‘temp’ who helped out until 
Fran arrived.
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Out, Out Darn Weeds! 
Who Are They? 
Biological pollution including the 
Fire ant, Gypsy moth, dandelion, 
chestnut blight fungus, kudzu, 
Tree‐of‐Heaven, purple loosestrife, 
Dutch Elm disease, pigeon, house 
mouse, zebra mussel, balsam 
woolly adelgid aphid, house spar‐ 
row, cheat grass…. The list could 
be quite lengthy as the United 
States is now home to a staggering 
50,000 exotic species, representing 
almost 7% of our total flora and 
fauna! These species span the 
gamut of life ranging from single‐ 
celled bacteria to plants and mam‐ 
mals. And the list of resident exot‐ 
ics continues to grow with new 
introductions occurring at an ever‐ 
increasing frequency due to in‐ 
creased population growth, altera‐ 
tion of the environment, and in‐ 
creased global trade and travel. 

While the term exotic often 
conjures up images of foreign, 
rare, and beautiful; in a biological 
context, exotic often equates to a 
dangerous foreign invader. Exotic 
species are known by several 
names including: introduced, non‐ 
native, non‐indigenous, or in the 
case of plants, weeds. All these 
names refer to species that have 
been taken from their native habi‐ 
tats (either intentionally or unin‐ 
tentionally) and brought to an area 
where they hadn’t previously ex‐ 
isted. In most cases, exotics do not 
become established outside of con‐ 
trolled environments, but when 
they do, exotics have the potential 
to grow out of control and cause 
problems. Big problems. 

The Biological Impact 
When exotics do become estab‐ 
lished in new areas, they can cause 

irremediable damage to our natu‐ 
ral resources by disrupting the eco‐ 
logical relationships forged over 
the millennia between plants and 
animals and their physical environ‐ 
ment. Exotic plants have the po‐ 
tential to out‐compete and displace 
or even entirely eliminate native 
plants. The altered landscape may 
in turn cause the other plants or 
animals dependent on the natives 
for food and shelter to also fall 
into decline. The result is a cas‐ 
cade of damaging ecological dis‐ 
ruptions resulting in diminished 
land and water quality. The journal 
Science recently devoted an issue 
to exotics, and stated that, 
“Biological invasions are the sec‐ 
ond biggest cause of biodiversity 
loss in the United States, after 
habitat destruction…they could 
soon become the first.” 

Does ACLT Have 
Problems With Exotics? 
ACLT is home to a rogue’s gallery 
of invasive exotic plant species in‐ 
cluding: Ailanthus altissima (Tree‐ 
of‐Heaven), Celastrus orbiculata 
(Oriental bittersweet), Lonicera 
japonica (Japanese honeysuckle), 
Microstegium vimineum (Oriental 
grass, Japanese stilt grass) 
Paulownia tomentosa (Princess 
tree), Phyllostachys nuda 
(bamboo), Pueraria montana (the 
infamous kudzu than now covers 
large portions of the Southeast), 
Phragmites australis (common 
reed), and Rosa multiflora (multi‐ 
flowered rose). These species oc‐ 
cur in areas of disturbance: old 
fields, along roads and paths, blow 
downs; essentially any area where 
the forest canopy has been opened 
and light reaches the forest floor. 
Some of the hardest hit areas are 

Coverts Program 
Late this winter, ACLT will host 
Maryland’s “Coverts Project,” a 
special educational effort tailored 
to educate woodland landowners 
about multiple‐use management 
practices that enhance both wild‐ 
life habitats, and timber and fuel 
wood growth. The Coverts Project 
is sponsored by the Maryland Co‐ 
operative Extension Program, the 
University of Maryland College 
Park and Eastern Shore, and the 
Ruffed Grouse Society, and has 
been working with individual land‐ 
owners since 1990. A covert, 
(pronounced like “cover” with an 
added “t”), is a thicket that pro‐ 
vides sheltering habitat for wildlife. 

ACLT became involved with 
the Coverts Project in 1999 when 
Art Cochran, ACLT volunteer 
extraordinaire, attended the annual 
Forest‐Wildlife Management con‐ 
ference in Sharpsburg, MD. As a 
result of this meeting, ACLT be‐ 
came a Coverts Project Coopera‐ 
tor, agreeing to aid in outreach to 
other local forest landowners. 

On Sunday, March 12 begin‐ 
ning at 1:30 p.m., Art will lead a 
group of Forest‐Wildlife Confer‐ 
ence attendees on a tour of ACLT 
lands to serve a refresher course 
and to highlight the Land Trust’s 
commitment to maintaining and 

creating wildlife habitat. 
The hike is open to 
ACLT members; registra‐ 
tion is required. If you 
would like to attend the 
event, please contact 
Fran at ACLT (410) 586‐ 
1570 to reserve a space.
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From ACLT trail map. Many exotics are 
found in the area around the beginning of 
Gravatt Lane. 

Mapping: Detailed mapping of 
exotic/invasive stand locations is 
best accomplished using a GPS 
unit (global positioning system). 
Maps are to be updated on a yearly 
basis; comparisons of maps allow a 
quantitative assessment of control 
efficacy. 

Control methodology for 
small to medium sized exotic/ 
invasive stands: Hand weeding se‐ 
lected small areas of infestation 
(for example, bittersweet and hon‐ 
eysuckle vines) starting with the 
best stands of native vegetation 
(those with the least extent of in‐ 
festation) and working towards 
those stands with the worst infesta‐ 
tion. As the native plants stabilize 
in each cleared area, work deeper 
into the center of the densest ex‐ 
otic patches. 

Control and restoration meth‐ 
odology for large stands: Identify 
densest, most contiguous stands of 
exotic vegetation. Mark live, 
healthy trees, bulldoze the remain‐ 
der leaving marked trees, and burn 
or chip the slash. On the perimeter 
of the bulldozed area, cut vines 
and treat stumps with a systemic 
herbicide to prevent regrowth. Res‐ 
toration involves an immediate re‐ 
plant with fast growing native tree 
species (Virginia pine, tulip poplar, 
ash, locust) and grasses at a high 
density. Monitor and prevent re‐ 
establishment of exotics via spot 
mechanical or chemical control 
means. Use the Small to Medium 
control methodology for stands 
remaining outside the replanted 
area. 

Stands identified for the bull‐ 
dozing and replanting regime are 
on the Ward and Gravatt proper‐ 
ties. A four‐acre stand on the Ward 
property at the end of Double Oak 
Road is currently being cleared, 

and upon assessment of satisfac‐ 
tory regrowth of native species, 
work is planned for the Gravatt 
trail area (likely to begin in Spring 
2001 or 2002). An informational 
sign will be installed on the Gra‐ 
vatt property to keep people 
abreast of our plans to control in‐ 
vasives on this stand. ACLT recog‐ 
nizes that the areas subject to bull‐ 
dozing will initially be aesthetically 
unappealing. Some vegetation that 
we are familiar with will be re‐ 
moved, heavy equipment will be 
heard, and bare soil will be ex‐ 
posed. However, the long‐term 
health and maintenance of the re‐ 
sources that ACLT was founded to 
protect is dependent upon exotics 
control and subsequent restora‐ 
tion. Every effort will be made to 
minimize our impact, and the 
growth of native species will occur 
with amazing rapidity. Please con‐ 
tact me with concerns and sugges‐ 
tions—your input will be most wel‐ 
come. I can be reached by phone 
at the ACLT office or by e‐mail: 
danaclt@chesapeake.net. 

What You Can Do 
Take the tour and regularly visit 
the Ward property and Gravatt 
Stand 8. Read up on exotic spe‐ 
cies: an excellent website is main‐ 
tained by The Nature Conservancy 
at <http://tncweeds.ucdavis.edu/>, 
and a fascinating economic analysis 
of exotics is found at <http:// 
www.news.cornell.edu/releases/ 
Jan99/species_costs.html>. Volun‐ 
teer to help with ACLT exotics 
control. Use only native species or 
non‐invasive ornamental species for 
landscaping (go native!), and avoid 
disturbing natural areas whenever 
possible. 

—Dan Sampson 
ACLT Land Manager 

Gravatt West Stand 8 (the area 
around the privy off Gravatt Lane, 
see map below) and both sides of 
Double Oak Road on the Ward 
property. These areas have been 
transformed from open woods into 
a virtually impenetrable blanket of 
bittersweet and honeysuckle vines 
laying atop dead and dying trees. 
The cycle of invasion and death 
will continue until checked. 

I will lead a tour on Sunday, 
March 12 at 10:00 a.m. to show 
firsthand how the exotic vines have 
overgrown living trees and hedges, 
killed them, and spread. Meet at 
the ACLT barn next to the Gravatt 
parking lot. 

ACLT Exotics Control Program 
The ACLT Board of Directors, in 
cooperation with Maryland Depart‐ 
ment of Natural Resources, Calvert 
County Forestry, and Envirens Inc. 
(an ecological restoration company 
specializing in vegetation manage‐ 
ment), has developed a compre‐ 
hensive exotics control strategy. 
Key components of the ACLT con‐ 
trol program include:
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Supporting the Environment 

Charitable Remainder 
Trusts 
Recently I faced a problem with a 
stock I owned. It was my first pur‐ 
chase of stock, about 100 shares in 
a small bank in the mid‐west. More 
out of sentiment, I left it alone all 
these years. Through splits and 
dividends, it had been modestly 
successful, but it paid out very little 
in cash dividends and I needed to 
increase my income. I didn’t want 
to sell (because capitol gains 
would be prohibitive) in order to 
invest in other bonds or stocks 
with greater returns, so I looked 
for other alternatives. 

All of us wish to select a few 

things dear to our hearts to con‐ 
tribute to, when we are called. I 
happened to be redrafting my will 
at the same time, and my wife sug‐ 
gested I look at a Charitable Re‐ 
mainder Trust. As a development 
officer at the Smithsonian Institu‐ 
tion, she was quite familiar with its 
ability to do several of the things I 
wanted to do. I thought that such 
trusts were only for the very 
wealthy. I was wrong. Both my 
broker and my accountant had 
worked with many of their clients 
to structure modest CRT’s, and 
encouraged me to do the same. 

First of all, choose an attorney 
who has experience in CRT’s. It is 
very boilerplate in the forms you 
have to file. I went to a large firm, 
where one young man did nothing 
but trusts. The fewer meetings and 
the least time filling in the comput‐ 
erized forms keeps the cost down. 
The cost of the work should not 
be based on the size of the trust. A 
modest sized, uncomplicated trust 
ought to be in the $1000.00 range. 

Second, think through, before 
going to an attorney, who you 
wish to include and what percent 
of the trust they should get. Per‐ 
cents are much easier to apply to 
the trust than the explicit stipends. 

Third, you must become the 
administrator of your trust, and 
can receive income from the trust 
during your lifetime. Normally this 
is around 7%, and here there is a 
fork in the road where a choice 
has to be made. You can take the 
value of the stock at the time of 
the gift and take 7% as a fixed in‐ 
come for each year thereafter; or, 
you can elect to take 7% of the 
stocks value at its value as of De‐ 
cember 31. The first gives you a 

(Continued on page 9) 

Environmental Fund 
for Maryland 
The Environmental Fund for Mary‐ 
land (EFM) is about to kickoff its 
best campaign season yet to raise 
money for Maryland’s environ‐ 
mental community. EFM is a fed‐ 
eration that represents 22 diverse 
environmental organizations from 
across the state. EFM’s mission is 
to raise awareness and funds for its 
member groups by gaining partici‐ 
pation in public and private work‐ 
place giving campaigns so that do‐ 
nors can support Maryland’s envi‐ 
ronment through payroll deduc‐ 
tion. EFM is participating in nine‐ 
teen workplace‐giving campaigns 
this year. Most of the campaigns 
are in the fall, including the Com‐ 
bined Federal Campaign, the State 
of Maryland and Baltimore City 
Campaigns. Last year employees 
pledged over $106,000 to EFM 
and its member organizations 
through workplace giving. 

Donations to the fund support 
environmental programs that pro‐ 
tect and conserve the Chesapeake 
Bay, beaches and coastal bays, for‐ 
ests, mountains, wetlands and 
streams; work for clean air and wa‐ 
ter; and promote biological diver‐ 
sity through advocacy, citizen ac‐ 
tion, natural resource preservation, 
pollution prevention and the edu‐ 
cation of Maryland’s youth and 
citizens. 

The American Chestnut Land 
Trust has been a member of EFM 
since 1993. Monies raised through 
workplace giving have enabled 
ACLT to: 
Ø Preserve and protect historical and 

cultural sites in Calvert County, and 

to increase public awareness and 
enjoyment of these sites. 

Ø Engage in environmentally responsi‐ 
ble land management, including tim‐ 
ber culture, and the protection of 
endangered species of plants, ani‐ 
mals and habitats. 

Workplace giving is an easy 
and cost effective way to support 
the tireless work going on across 
the state to ensure a safer, cleaner 
environment. 

EFM needs your help! If you 
work for a state or federal agency, 
Baltimore City, Frederick, Mont‐ 
gomery, Prince Georges or Anne 
Arundel County and are willing to 
hand out a few brochures to co‐ 
workers and hang an EFM poster 
on your office bulletin board, 
please contact Marie Kulick at the 
EFM office at (301) 698‐5545 or 
email her at efm@frederickmd. 
com. Thank you! 

—Fran Stump 
Administrative Assistant, ACLT
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Acquisition of Goldstein Property 
(Continued from page 1) 

The Goldstein property, while 
still under ownership of The Na‐ 
ture Conservancy, will be trans‐ 
ferred to the State of Maryland and 
is managed by ACLT.  ACLT will 
also manage the previously pro‐ 
tected Somervell, Turner, Ward, 
and Jett properties as well as the 
newly acquired Constantine and 
Vlassides tracts. These latter two 
1999 acquisitions by The Nature 
Conservancy, one 40 acres and the 
other 50 acres, are on the north 
side of Parkers Creek and provide 
an extension of the riparian buffer 
along the non‐tidal portion of the 
creek.  Further yet up the creek, a 
conservation buyer and ACLT 
member, purchased the Hill prop‐ 
erty, a critical piece on the south 
side of the creek, and enrolled it in 
the Calvert County Agricultural 
Preservation Program. This parcel 
of land bordering the creek is the 
connecting corridor from both 
TNC and privately protected land, 
to the culvert under Route 4. 

In addition to ACLT’s 625 
acres in the Parkers Creek water‐ 
shed, The Nature Conservancy has 
purchased 1,775 acres; the Depart‐ 
ment of Natural Resources, 230 
acres; and private owners have pro‐ 
tected 298 acres. This outstanding 
partnership has preserved a total of 
2,698 acres in Parkers Creek and an 
additional 289 acres in the Gover‐ 
nors Run watershed. 

The Goldstein property has 
been the key property to ensure the 
protection of the creek. The Ameri‐ 
can Chestnut Land Trust members 
are fortunate to have the dedication 
and support of the Department of 
Natural Resources ‐ Program Open 
Space, The Nature Conservancy ‐ 

President’s Message 
(Continued from page 2) 

Last, but certainly not least, I 
invest my time in ACLT and the 
Parkers Creek watershed because I 
want this ecologically and cultur‐ 
ally significant piece of our local 
natural heritage to remain in an 
undeveloped state. I enjoy thinking 
about the land’s past—I am in‐ 
trigued by the tantalizing traces of 
life that we glimpse in the 12 mil‐ 
lion year old fossils that come 
from the cliffs. I enjoy thinking 
about the land’s human past too. 
Our archaeological investigations 
reveal the glimpses of the lives of 
the prehistoric and colonial people 
who lived in this watershed in days 
gone by. 

Our past and natural heritage 
are great and form the base for 
thinking about the Parkers Creek 
watershed in the future. It is fasci‐ 
nating to try to envision what it 
will be like, say 100 years from 
now, when it will be even more of 
a green oasis and haven for hu‐ 
mans and other species alike to 
escape from the pressures, the 
noise, the consequences of a 
planet that has doubled in the 
numbers of humans it is support‐ 
ing. 

And finally, I love being part 
of ACLT because it attracts a com‐ 
munity of humans who share my 
appreciation for this land in its 
current state. They are the kind of 
folks with whom I want to part‐ 
ner—you, our members. 

Best wishes for a magnificent 
year 2000! 

—Joy Bartholomew 
President, ACLT 

Maryland Chapter, and private 
conservationists for this unique 
conservation and stewardship part‐ 
nership. To date, the partners have 
invested over $12,400,000 in land 
acquisition. 

Thanks to the support of our 
members and partners, ACLT has 
the strong organization to provide 
sustainable management and long 
term protection of these lands. We 
have exciting times ahead. 

Each partner provides impor‐ 
tant resources to the effort. With 
your continuing help, ACLT and 
the lands for which we are respon‐ 
sible will continue to provide in‐ 
creased public enjoyment and im‐ 
proved habitat protection. 

—Peg Niland 
Executive Director, ACLT 

Charitable Remainder Trusts 
(Continued from page 8) 

guaranteed income, but you don’t 
participate in the stock’s growth, if 
any. The second choice allows you 
to participate in growth, but you 
risk smaller income if the Market 
goes down. Either way you earn 
more than a low dividend stock 
pays annually. 

The other advantage is that 
the CRT is considered a donation 
as far as the IRS is concerned. It is 
just a deferred donation. But it 
certainly saves when tax time rolls 
around. The IRS has a table, 
which takes into consideration ex‐ 
pected longevity and number and 
age of children. The more years 
administrative fees are paid, the 
smaller the amount you get to de‐ 
duct, of course. 

—Ewing Miller 
ACLT Board Member
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New Members 
Members are our strength. 
ACLT welcomes the following new 
members who have joined in 1999: 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Allen 
Ms. Lora Asburry 
Mr. & Mrs. Len Baer 
Mr. Bill Boyle, Sr. 
Mr. Bill Boyle, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Brown 
Ms. Karen Byrne 
Mr. John Clower 
Mr. Butch Clower 
Mr. Mark Crouse 
Ms. Susan Curley 
Mr. Matthew B. Danaher 
Mr. Matt Danaher 
Ms. Dawn Davis 
Dr. & Mrs. William Dorsey 
Mr. David Dunn 
Mr. CJ Ferrandino 
Mr. Paul Garner 
Mr. Gary Geisler 
Mr. & Mrs. Charter Harrison 
Mr. Donald Harry 
Mr. Keith Hart 
Mr. Bob Hart 
Mr. Rue Hill 
Mr. Chris Jackman 
Mr. & Mrs. James Kennelly 
Mr. Michael King 
Mr. Shawn Koehler 
Mr. Timothy Lawless 
Leahy & Leahy 
Mr. Robert Lehman 
Mr. Edward McGillicuddy 
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin McGillicuddy 
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory McGillicuddy 
Mr. Gordon Moreland 
Mr. & Mrs. James O'Baugh 
Mr. Robert Pearson 
Ms. Amy Platnick 
Mr. Chris Poe 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Lawrence Povich 
Ms. Carol Purcell 
Mr. Paul Ragan, Jr. 
Mr. Kenneth Ramberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Ramberg 
Mr. Dave Reed 
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Rudy 
Mr. Henry S. Shryock 
Sneade’s Ace Home Center 
Southern Abstracts 
Mr. Donald Steadman 
Mr. Kevin Sullivan 

Mr. Chris Sullivan 
Mr. Joe Tucker 
Mr. & Mrs. Porter Venn 
Ms. Tammi Vitale 
Mr. Paul Von Sas 
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Walls 
Mr. James Weinberger 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Wells 

Contributors 
Our sincere appreciation to the fol‐ 
lowing members who generously con‐ 
tributed to our Spring and Fall Spe‐ 
cial Appeals or to the Land Manage‐ 
ment Endowment Fund in 1999: 

Land Management 
Endowment Fund 
Ms. Mimi Lacouture 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph W. Showalter 
Ms. Susan Slaughter 
Ms. Leslie Starr & Mr. Joseph Turner 

Spring Appeal 
Mr. & Mrs. Roger A. Anderson 
Mr. Wallace L. Ashby 
Ms. Joy A. Bartholomew 
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred V. Basile 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul  L. Berry 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Boesz 
The Honorable & Mrs. David Bonior 
Mr. David C. Brownlee 
Mr. Vernon W. Brumbaugh 
Ms. Marie H. Bundy 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank R. Caldwell, Jr. 
Rev. Peter James Daly 
Ms. Amelia Fry & Mr. Rex Davis 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Dennett 
Ms. Betsy Detwiler 
Mr. & Mrs. Allen W. Dischinger, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert F. Drury 
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph H. Dwan, Jr. 
Dr. & Mrs. Glenn R. Edgecombe 
Mrs. Magda Freeman 
Ms. Susan Freis 
Ms. Lucy Fuson 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward P. Greene 
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Griffin 
Ms. Margo C. Groff 
Mr. & Mrs. Byron R. Hanke 
Mr. & Mrs. Cornelius G. Harrell 
Mr. & Mrs. James C. Hollowell 
Mr. & Mrs. Conrad L. Hoska 
Mr. & Mrs. William Hosler 
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip S. Hughes 

Mr. & Mrs. William D Johnston III 
Ms. Elizabeth L. Johnston 
Ms. Ruth T. Keimig 
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Kelly 
Mr. & Mrs. Todd W. Kent 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Kuhn 
Ms. Judith D. Landis 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter J. Lippold 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Allan Loew 
Col. & Mrs. William F. Malone 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles N. Manning 
The Rev. Jack E. McClendon 
Mr. Don Mighell 
Mr. Hagner R. Mister 
Mr. & Mrs. Morris Mitchell 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Moe 
Hon. Constance A & Anthony Morella 
Mr. J. Dennis Murray 
Mr. James R. Niederlehner 
Ms. Margaret Niland 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Nisonger 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph W. Nisonger 
Mr. Robert Orsini 
Mr. David  R. Lewis, Osprey Inv. Group 
Rev. & Mrs. William M. Plummer 
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Prince 
Mr. Glen O. Pyles 
Mr. Brett N. Raynor 
Mr. & Mrs. John G. Reed 
Mr. & Mrs. George Rickel 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald D. Ross 
Ms. Roberta Safer 
Dr. & Mrs. John R. Saunders, Jr. 
Ms. Susan Slaughter 
Ms. Merrily A. Smith 
Mrs. George S. Springsteen 
Mr. & Mrs Peter N. Stathis 
Mr. Robert Steiner 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Mark Switzer 
Dr. & Mrs. George S. Switzer 
Mr. & Mrs. Gonzalo Tornell 
Ms. Martha C. Turner 
Mr. Michael Makuch & Ms. Anne Warner 
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Warnock 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel R. Wells 
Mr. Everett Wilcox 
Mr. & Mrs. James E. Williams 
Ms. Victoria Moss 

& Mr. Flawn Williams III 
Mr. & Mrs. John W. Young 
Ms. Doris B. Howe Zitzewitz 

Fall Appeal 
Mr. & Mrs. Roger A. Anderson 
Ms. Joy A. Bartholomew 
BG&E, John C. Smith 
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Bennett 

Thank you for your support ...
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ACLT Merchandise 
ACLT  T‐Shirts 
The importance of the Parkers 
Creek watershed dictated the de‐ 
sign of the shirt illustrated here. 
Shirts are 
available in 
medium, 
large, and x‐ 
large sizes. 
$15.00. 

ACLT Tiles Still Available 
After a sell‐out for holiday gifts, 
we’ve reordered these fantastic Par‐ 
ren Collery designed tiles depicting 
the Great Blue Heron and Parkers 
Creek.  These 4 x 
8" tiles are available 
with teal or light 
green borders for 
$35.00. 

Please call the 
ACLT office at 410‐ 
586‐1570 to place 
your order. 

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Benning 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul  L. Berry 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Boesz 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank R. Caldwell, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur E. Cochran 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Robert Cole 
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph H. Dwan, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel M. Ellsworth 
Mrs. Jefferson Feagin & Mr. Crawford 
Feagin Stone 
Ms. Paula Johnson & Mr. Carl 

Fleischhauer 
Mr. & Mrs. William Arms 
Ms. Marlys Johnson 
Mrs. Magda Freeman 
Dr. & Mrs. William I. Gay 
Mr. Carlton Green 
RADM James B. Greene, Ret. 
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Griffin 
Dr. Edward Hacskaylo 
Mr. & Mrs. Cornelius G. Harrell 
Mr. & Mrs. William Hosler 

Mr. & Mrs. Phillip S. Hughes 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Ferris, III 
Mr. & Mrs. William D Johnston III 
Mr. Thomas Johnston 
Ms. Cynthia Junker 
Mrs. James J. King 
Dr. & Mrs. William Kirwan 
Dr. & Mrs. Mark Kushner 
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Leckar 
Mr. & Mrs. John H. Lewis 
Mrs. Patricia Gates Lynch 
Dr. A. Frank Triana, M.D. 
Mr. & Mrs. Ron C. Magnussen 
Managed Care Compliance Corporation 
Ms. Barbara Mason 
Dr. Keith Scanlan Matlack 
Mr. Don Mighell 
Hon. Constance A & Anthony Morella 
Capt. & Mrs. Patrick Murphy USN (Ret.) 
Mr. James R. Niederlehner 
Mr. Koska 
Patuxent Architects 

Dr. Stephen M. Peters 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen T. Phillips 
Ms. Linda Porto 
Mr. Glen Pyles 
Mr. & Mrs. John G. Reed 
Ms. Betty Lynn Roberts 
Ms. Susan C. Simon 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Smith 
Dr. Nancy McK. Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. Lester C. Smith, Jr. 
Mrs. George S. Springsteen 
Mr. Robert Steiner 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph D. Steller, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis D. Tacchetti 
Mr. & Mrs. John P. Theriault 
Ms. Heather Harper‐Troje & 

Mr. Eric R. Turner 
Mr. Wilmer Waller 
Mr. Everett Wilcox 
Dr. & Mrs. D. Montgomery Wood 
Col. Caroline E. Van Mason 

A Special Thank You to Local Businesses 
Who Rally to ACLT’s Needs 

Gary Wood at M & W Motors for the free maintenance and repair of our 
Ford truck, which was donated by The Nature Conservancy. 

� 
Lynne Sneade at Sneade’s Ace Home Center for the donation of the lum‐ 
ber for the new Gravatt stream bridge. 

� 
Ed Apple at Prince Frederick Graphics for special efforts regarding our 
public outreach activities. 

� 
Pat Elder at Southern Maryland Abstracts for property research assistance. 

� 
Craig Hopper of My Phone Man for coming to our rescue with numerous 
phone/wiring repairs. 

� 
Stan Foley of Lifestyle Craftsman for assistance with plumbing problems 
at the ACLT Office and at Double Oak Farm. 

� 
Brian Treece, Banana Banner, for donating many, many signs for ACLT 
trails. 

� 
Nancy Collery of Main Street Gallery, who continues to sell ACLT tiles in 
her shop on Main Street in Prince Frederick. If you find yourself with 
some extra time while in Prince Frederick one day, stop in, say hello, and 
take a look at the beautiful tiles depicting the Great Blue Heron and the 
American Chestnut Tree, and the new large tile, depicting the four sea‐ 
sons, in a beautiful wood frame.
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American Chestnut Land Trust, Inc. 
Post Office Box 204 
Port Republic, MD 20676 

NONPROFIT 
ORGAN 

PERMIT NO 
15 

PORT REPUBLIC 
MD 

Earth Day 

April 29 

Come Join Us! 
Detach and Mail to: The American Chestnut Land Trust, Inc., P.O. Box 204, Port Republic, MD 20676 

Name 

Address 

Phone I (we) learned about ACLT from 

Land Saver ‐ $35.00 Land Protector ‐ $60.00 Land Conservator ‐ $150.00 

Habitat Protector ‐ $500.00 Trustee of Land ‐ $1000.00 Sustaining (Lifetime) ‐ $2500.00 

Corporate ‐ $150.00 Youth Gift Memberships ‐ To encourage youth involvement with the 
environment, memberships will be given to eligible youth in the community. 
Contact ACLT office for further information. 

The American Chestnut Land Trust is a 501 (c) (3) charitable organization. A copy of the current ACLT financial statement is available on request. Re‐ 
quests should be directed to the American Chestnut Land Trust,  Inc, P.O. Box 204, Port Republic, MD 20676 or call (410) 586‐1570.  For the cost of 
copies and postage, documents and information submitted under the Business Regulation Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland are available 
from the Secretary of State.


