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April 
13 Sat — POSTPONED: Earth Day 

5K. New Date May 11  
14 Sun — Earth Day Clean Up 

(12:00 pm–3:00 pm) 
28 Sun — Spring Guided Family 

Hike to the Raft (1:00 pm–3:00 
pm) 

May 
4 Sat — Birds in Your Backyard: 

St. Leonard Watershed (7am) 
11 Sat — Birds in Your Backyard: 

Hunting Creek Watershed (7:30 
am) 

11 Sat — Earth Day 5K Trail Run/
Hike Fundraiser (postponed 
from 4/13). (8:00 am check‐in, 
9:00 am start run/hike) 

 
See more of the 2019 Calendar on  

page 4 or online at http://
acltweb.org. 

Visit Us Online at 
http://acltweb.org 

Plan Away! 

“Make no little plans; they have no magic to stir men’s blood and 
probably themselves will not be realized. Make big plans; aim high 
in hope and work” Daniel Burnham 

 
The Board of Directors has been 
wrapping up implementation of its 
fifth five‐year plan and has com‐
pleted a draft of its sixth. Through 
its implementation of the 2014–
2018 Plan, ACLT has developed a 
larger presence in the Parkers 
Creek and Governor’s Run water‐
sheds and in the County at large:  
 
 With the purchase of Holly Hill, ACLT and its partners have preserved 60% of 

the Parkers Creek watershed further assuring the protection of the watershed 
in the future. 

 The creation of the Sustainable Calvert Network (SCN), of which ACLT is a 
member, could not have come at a more critical time. SCN has been working 
to increase funding for land preservation programs and to end the moratori‐
um on new agricultural preservation districts. It has been proactive comment‐
ing on the new County Comprehensive Plan draft which will have a signifi‐
cant impact on land preservation programs. SCN also held a Rural Lands Fo‐
rum and two Candidates Forums as a means to raise awareness of the im‐
portance of rural lands. 

 The addition of the Science Committee has enhanced ACLT’s stewardship by 
using research and testing to influence policy and management decisions in 
the face of impacts from invasive species, climate change, and humans. 

 The Watershed Awareness Program promises to be an effective tool in in‐
creasing the appreciation for, and advocacy for, watersheds throughout the 
County and the region. 

 
Planning implementation indeed! And with the new plan, we heard from the gen‐
eral member ship an interest in increasing public awareness and community in‐
volvement, increasing partnerships with land trusts, schools, groups, organiza‐
tions, and promoting more land conservation beyond our watersheds. We also 
heard concerns about the need to increase membership due to aging and new 
tasks we need to undertake, funding declines to nonprofits, political opposition to 
land preservation, and changing ecosystems due to climatic and local factors. 
 The Boards Standing Committees looked through these and many other com‐
ments and suggestions over the year and has developed the following major direc‐
tions with its new plan: 
 
 Embrace a leadership role in the long term conservation and stewardship of 

watersheds in Calvert and Southern Maryland 
 Address long term budget issues and staffing needs 

(C    6) 
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Hi: I’m David Farr and I have the honor of being the new president 
of the ACLT Board of Directors. I spent the first 20 years of my life 
in California. We were fortunate to have a home that backed up to 
the forest land where I spent many an afternoon. Play time in the 
woods undoubtedly nurtured my future interest in natural history. 
 I attended Humboldt State College in Arcata California start‐
ing with a major in Forestry. But I soon found out that my inter‐
ests extended beyond wearing hobnailed boots and cutting down 
trees and I switched to Biology‐Botany. Significantly I meet my 
future wife, Ellen, at Humboldt. We ended our undergraduate 
days in a whirlwind. We were married the day before the gradua‐
tion, attended the graduation ceremony the next day and on the 
day after graduation packed our belongings into a MG Austin (the 
size of a VW bug) and headed to the University of Kansas to start 
my graduate studies. My career was as a research scientist in the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture with a specialty in fungal diseases 
(mycology) of plants.  
 At work I met another mycologist, Ed Hackyslo, who was liv‐
ing in Scientists Cliffs. He invited me to present a course on mush‐
room identification at the Battle Creek Nature Center which I ac‐
cepted. The course involved a Friday evening lecture and then a 
Saturday morning foray. Talking with Ed one afternoon on his 
porch I began to realize just how relaxed and peaceful the sur‐
roundings were. Thus, began a 35‐year association with Calvert 
County. We are charter members of ACLT. I have served on most 
of the committees at one time or another and served on the Board 
for a few years the last few as vice president. Ellen has been the 
newsletter editor for 31 years and we have both worked on the 
ACLT website. 
 My challenge is to help with keeping ACLT moving forward. 
We have an active and committed staff, an engaged Board, many 
enthusiastic volunteers and a supportive membership. This combi‐
nation provides a solid foundation to continue ACLT's success. 

David Farr, President 

From the President’s Desk 
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Around ACLT 
2019 Plan for ACLT Science Initiatives 

In 2016, the Board of Directors established its Science Committee. 
In 2017, staff began to carry out scientific research under the direc‐
tion of our land manager Autumn Phillips‐Lewis and with the 
guidance of our top notch Science Committee membership, led by 
Dr. Denise Breitburg. However, it would not have been possible 
without the assistance first of Assistant Land Manager Mike Moli‐
na, and then of Stewardship Coordinator Taylor Roswall.  
 For the most part, the focus has been on documenting the di‐
versity of the flora and fauna of the ecosystem. One exception is 
that we have begun an experiment to control phragmites in the 
marsh, as the impact it can have on the marsh and the creatures 
that require native marsh species to survive is well‐known.  
 After assessing the progress from 2017 and 2018, seeking com‐
ments from the Science Committee, and securing grant funding 
for most of the work, staff is undertaking the following work in 
2019: 
 
Bird Diversity Survey — ACLT Staff will work with Dave Curson, 
Executive Director of Audubon DC‐MD, to mark routes and coor‐
dinate volunteers to survey the points that were previously sur‐
veyed in 2017 and 2018. The results will help us learn about the 
diversity and quantity of bird species in the watershed and imple‐
ment various habitat management tasks that could help support 
the species that are here or attract species of interest that are not 
observed. See the Spring 2017 Watershed Observer for more infor‐
mation about ACLT's bird diversity studies. 
 
Fish Diversity Survey — The fish diversity surveys of 2017 and 
2018 confirmed that a good number of fish species of forage and 
recreational/commercial importance are finding refuge in Parkers 
Creek. We also found some indication in 2018 that some anadro‐
mous fish species may be using the creek as spawning habitat 
which makes an even greater case for the conservation value of 
Parkers Creek. ACLT has applied to Cove Point Natural Heritage 
Trust for funding to continue this effort. See the article in the 
Spring 2018 Watershed Observer for more information about the 
fish diversity surveys. 
 
Forest Diversity Survey — ACLT has received grant funding 
from BG&E to survey the tree diversity in at lease six 0.25‐acre 
plots in 2019. This research will help document the difference be‐
tween species found in old‐growth forests versus forest in areas 
that were once disturbed and have reverted back to forestland 
within the last one hundred years as farms were abandoned. It 
also helps track changes in the forest due to climate change, dis‐
ease, invasive species, and human impact. See article in this publi‐
cation and the Winter 2019 Watershed Observer for more infor‐
mation. 

Herp Diversity Survey — Herp diversity sur‐
veys will be initiated in the spring of 2019 under 
the leadership of Dr. Chris Rowe at the Chesa‐
peake Biological Laboratory. Drift fence traps 
(two locations on North Side, two locations on 
South Side) will be opened and checked every 
day on alternate weeks from early February 
through May 1st. We have found a wider diversi‐
ty of bird species in the Parkers Creek Preserve 
than found in most areas of Calvert. Will the 
same be true with amphibians and reptiles? We 
will begin to get answers to that question. 
 
Holly Hill Macroinvertebrate and Water 
Quality Sampling — Macroinvertebrate and 
water quality sampling was completed on Holly 
Hill in 2018 to begin establishing a picture of the 
baseline health of its streams as we work to im‐
prove sustainable farming practices on Holly 
Hill’s farm fields. ACLT staff is applying for ad‐

Fish Survey 

Herp Survey 
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American Chestnut Land Trust 
Calendar of Events 

April 
13 Sat — POSTPONED: Earth Day 5K. New Date 

May 11  
14 Sun — Earth Day Clean Up (12:00 pm– 

3:00 pm) 
28 Sun — Spring Guided Family Hike to the Raft 

(1:00 pm–3:00 pm) 

May 
4 Sat — Birds in Your Backyard: St. Leonard  

Watershed (7:00 am) 
11 Sat — Birds in Your Backyard: Hunting Creek 

Watershed (7:30 am) 
11 Sat — Earth Day 5K Trail Run/Hike Fundraiser 

(postponed from 4/13). (8:00 am check‐in,  
9:00 am start run/hike) 

18 Sat — Guided Canoe Trip (2:30 pm– 
5:30 p.m.) 

June 
2 Sun — Bark‐B‐Que & Meowmixer: ACLT & 

CAWL Partner Pet Lovers Event (1:00 pm– 
4:00 pm ) 

15 Sat — Guided Canoe Trip (1:30–4:30 p.m.) 

July 
13 Sat — Southern Maryland Nature Fest  

(10:00 am–2:00 pm) 
20 Sat — Guided Canoe Trip (Sunrise 6:30 am–

9:30 am) 
27 Sat — Hunting Creek Paddle (10:00 am– 

1:00 pm) 

August 
10 Sat — St. Leonard Creek Paddle (9:00 am–11:00 

am) 

September 
7 Sat — Guided Canoe Trip (9:30 am–12:30 pm) 
14 Sat — The Sip & Save (Regional Beer Tasting 

Fundraiser)  
21 Sat — Guided Canoe Trip (Sunrise 7:30 am–

10:30 am) 

October 
5 Sat — Parkers Creek Challenge Triathlon  

(8:00 am check‐in, 9:00 am start) 
26 Sat. — Guided Canoe Trip (1:30 pm–4:30 pm) 

November 
16 Sat —Annual Dinner & Auction Fundraiser 

(6:00 pm) 

December 
5 Thurs — Wreath Making Workshop (6:00 pm) 
6 Fri — Wreath Making Workshop (10:00 am) 
7 Sat — Holiday Wreath & Greens Sale (11:00 am) 

ditional funding for this project from Cove Point Natural Her‐
itage Trust. 
 
Phragmites Removal — n 2017 and 2018, staff and volun‐
teers began cutting patches of the invasive marsh grass phrag‐
mites and installing both clear and black plastic over the areas 
to see if either could effectively kill it; thus avoiding the use of 
herbicides. In 2019, ACLT staff and volunteers will begin to 
remove portions of plastic from the initial patch of phrag‐
mites that was cut and covered in summer of 2017. Addition‐
ally, the goal is to cut and cover two additional patches. The 
cutting and covering of the 2 new patches will take place in 
spring and early summer. ACLT has received partial funding 
for this task from a BG&E Green Grant and has requested ad‐
ditional funding for this project from the Maryland Environ‐
mental Trust.  
 
Water Quality Blitz and Parkers Creek Main Stem Sam‐
pling — After discussing the overall water quality monitoring 
plan for ACLT in consideration of staff and volunteer time 
commitment and availability of funds, it was decided that the 
blitz would be conducted just one time in March as it had 
been in 2017 and 2018. However, in 2019, each site will be test‐
ed for both nitrate/nitrite and phosphate. The 3 sites along 
the main stem of Parkers Creek that have been tested contin‐
uously for 20 years will now be sampled by volunteers quar‐
terly. Additionally, the analytes tested will be reduced to ni‐
trate/nitrite, ammonium, total suspended solids, temperature, 
conductivity, phosphate, and 
dissolved oxygen. 
 
Data Analysis — Considera‐
ble ACLT staff time will need 
to be devoted to organizing 
and analyzing the data that 
has been collected by all of 
these efforts from 2017‐2019. 
ACLT is requesting funding 
from Cove Point Natural 
Heritage Trust to help cover 
the cost of the staff time that 
will be required for this 
effort. It is anticipated that 
ACLT Science Committee 
members will also help in‐
terpret this data if it per‐
tains to their field of exper‐
tise. 
 
Greg Bowen, Executive Director 
Autumn Phillips‐Lewis, Land Manager 

Macroinvertebrate sampling on   
Holly Hill 
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“Think globally but act locally” we often hear. ACLT is all about act‐
ing locally—but there are now around 1800 land trusts in the US, 
and 170 in the Chesapeake Bay watershed alone. How does ACLT 
compare, what can we learn from others, and how did the global 
Nature Conservancy assist ACLT origins? For statistics on US land 
trusts, check out the Land Trust Alliance (LTA). Every “land truster” 
should own, read and underline Richard Brewer’s Conservancy: The 
Land Trust Movement in America. Brewer wrote that “Land conserva‐
tion, like jazz, is an American invention.” 
 Land trusts may go back at least to Roman times, but US conser‐
vation land trusts (also called land conservancies) like ACLT‐‐ 
formed to preserve land for wildlife habitat, natural and historic 
scenery, history, farming or forestry‐‐ began with The Trustees of 
Reservation, founded in 1891 as first of its kind in the world. Founded 
by landscape architect Charles Eliot, this now regional Massachu‐
setts trust is still going strong. 
 Even decades later, the local land trust concept had not spread 
much beyond New England. Starting November 1985 I chaired ‐ with 
the late Ralph Dwan ‐an ad hoc committee to explore preservation of 
the 430 mostly wooded acres owned by the widow of Scientists Cliffs 
developer/founder and forest pathologist G. Flippo Gravatt. Howev‐
er our committee was scarcely aware of land trusts. 
 Sure, we knew The Nature Conservancy (TNC) had in its youth—
spearheaded by TNC member Gravatt—preserved a rare hemlock 
stand on Hellen Creek (1955, 14 acres) and the bald cypress swamp 
on Battle Creek (1957, 99 acres). In the Parkers Creek watershed, a 5 
acre patch of mountain laurels was willed (1967) to TNC by mineral‐
ogist Jewell Glass. ACLT visitors drive past the sign off Scientists 
Road on their way to the Southside Trailhead. Land preservation got 
off to a very modest but early start in Calvert County, but back then 
it was about special stands of trees. 
 Preservation of watersheds, viewsheds, landscapes, and working 
farmlands had to await public concern over rapid suburban/exurban 
sprawl beginning (Calvert County) in the 1970s. People have to live 
somewhere, but do they need to live everywhere? As the need for 
land preservation rose, so did its market value. 
 But local land trusts, what was that all about? On a chance trail 
encounter (on Gravatt property) with a Chesapeake Bay Foundation 
(CBF) employee (Steve Bunker, years later working for TNC) I 
learned that CBF was promoting local land trusts to help manage 
widely scattered land parcels donated to CBF in the Chesapeake wa‐
tershed. In October 1986 a CBF speaker (Kathy Schwartz) attended 
our committee meeting in the Dwans’ spacious living room. (This 
very cabin was willed to ACLT last year by the late Mary Dwan, and 
is for sale at present). Ms. Schwartz told us all about local land trusts 
and how to start one. Meanwhile Anne Gravatt had died in May, we 
now had to deal with the executors of her will –a nail biting eleventh 
hour effort. The ACLT was conceived within an hour after Kathy left 

our meeting‐ and those 430 acres became the 
ACLT’s core, accessible from the South Side trail‐
head. Many of the trails were simply inherited by 
ACLT. 
 When TNC returned to our county (1990s), 
preserving Parkers Creek and its watershed 
would be the goal. The idea of a Parkers Creek 
nature preserve dates back to veterinary scientist 
Dr. William Gay, who in 1974 first proposed to 
TNC a narrow preserve along the creek from the 
Bay to MD 2/4. However the principal landown‐
ers were not receptive, so the proposal lan‐
guished in TNC files. With ACLT preserving the 
Kenneth Michael tract (Double Oak Farm) and a 
preservation minded MD Governor (Parris 
Glendenning) the stars aligned for preservation 
of not just Parkers Creek itself but the water‐
shed. It took partnership among TNC, DNR, and 
ACLT to make something happen that could not 
have been dreamed when ACLT was founded. 
 With borrowed funds TNC negotiated (mostly 
with heirs) the purchase of the key Goldstein 

A Galaxy of Land Trusts—Where Does ACLT Fit? 

Part I— The Nature Conservancy and Chesapeake 

Bay Foundation: Midwives to ACLT’s Birth 

Peter Vogt, January 2019 

Ralph‐and‐Mary‐Dwan‐receive‐recognition‐award. 

Galaxy ‐ sun thru laurels gravatt.jpg 
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and Jett properties near the creek mouth and along the nearby 
cliffs, plus several other tracts, all totaling 1810 acres. The arrange‐
ment was for TNC to sell this acreage back to DNR with the under‐
standing ACLT would lease and manage the acreage at no cost to 
the State. TNC, a global land trust, has played this supporting role 
in many places, helping preserve 21 million US acres but only own‐
ing 2 million. While ACLT was (2017) negotiating to purchase what 
for the trust was a large and costly parcel (405 acres called Holly 
Hill), TNC still hoped to preserve on the Pacific coast a parcel 
which was even for TNC large and costly: the 24,364‐acre Bixby 
Ranch around Point Conception—where Southern turns north to 
Central California. The LA Times called it “California’s Last Best 
Place:” Major preservation prizes often depend on ‘angel’ or ‘major’ 
donors unless landowners cut some slack. TNC had been interest‐
ed in this enormous ranch for many years, just as the Parkers Creek 
Preserve took a quarter century, lots of gray hairs, lots of volunteer 
hours and money and lots of luck, to materialize. And it remains a 
work in progress! 
 TNC succeeded saving the Bixby Ranch in 2017 because of an‐
gel donors Jack and Laura Dangermond, the 1969 founders of Esri, 
a global scientific mapping company. Their ArcGIS mapping soft‐
ware is known and used around the world by planners, researchers 
and land trust managers—including our own Autumn Phillips‐
Lewis. The Dangermond couple succeeded in business but also 
lived an ethic of service and a life‐long passion for nature. Their 
gift of $165 million to preserve the Bixby Ranch for the ages was the 
largest donation in TNC history. The new Jack and Laura Dan‐
germond Preserve will now be characterized at all scales with 
drones, state of the art environmental sensors and ground‐
truthing. Some cattle ranching will continue. All those terabytes of 
data will build a ‘digital twin’ to the physical preserve, which can 
then be tracked for response to climate and natural changes such 
as coastal cliff erosion. Invasives such as South African ice plants 
will be removed.  
 We on our coast are a couple centuries too late to create such 
large preserves. Our landscapes are now far too fragmented. Nu‐
merous much smaller undeveloped parcels have to be cobbled to‐
gether and this takes decades. Often these parcels can only be pur‐
chased at market—i.e. development‐value. Other than that, the 
Parkers Creek Preserve (PCP), although much smaller (3,200 
acres but growing), in some ways resembles the Dangermond 
Preserve. TNC was involved in both preserves. We also have 
coastal cliffs, invasives and high biodiversity. No cattle ranching, 
but a model truck farm at Double Oak. From the new Dangermond 
Preserve ACLT could learn how to create a PCP ‘digital twin’‐‐ to 
monitor the effects of climate and sea level change on our side of 
the US. Even if it had only symbolic value—what about adding a 
narrow marine preserve in the Chesapeake Bay offshore the PCP? 
Tidal Parkers Creek is already not only a small part, but a micro‐
cosm of the Chesapeake Bay.  
 

The Parkers Creek Preserve (including Governor’s Run)  
is becoming Calvert County’s “Last Best Place”. 

 Advocate for re‐institution of land preserva‐
tion tools and increase Rural Legacy Areas 

 Continue managing our preserved proper‐
ties to maintain diverse and healthy ecosys‐
tems and evaluate long‐term sustainability 

 Inform land management practices with 
science conducted here and elsewhere 

 Embrace and support our volunteers 
 Connect more people (of all backgrounds) 

to the land and instill a conservation ethic.  
 
As always, the Board appreciates hearing from 
its membership and looks forward to your assis‐
tance in implementing the new Plan. 

Greg Bowen, Executive Director 

(C    1) 

ACLT recently received a seed grant from the 
Southern Maryland Heritage Area Consortium 
(SMHAC) for a project entitled “In Your Own 
Backyard”. The goal of the program is to inspire 
regional residents to visit the wide selection of 
local and state parks as well as other lesser 
known eco‐tourism sites.  
 ACLT will conduct several activities to in‐
spire locals to get out and get involved including 
a blog series, a brochure, and a webpage. We’ll 
also be inviting ACLT members and volunteers 
to write about their favorite lesser known nature 
spots in Southern Maryland as well as their fa‐
vorite hikes and activities at ACLT. (Want to 
contribute a 250 word article? Contact Pam!)  
 The program will culminate with the 
“Southern Maryland Nature Fest” to be held at 
ACLT’s Northside Trailhead/Double Oak Farm 
on July 13th from 10am – 1pm. The small festival 
will offer tables from Southern Maryland herit‐
age sites, Nature Organizations, vendors, live 
music and food trucks. 
 
ACLT sincerely thanks SMHAC for their support! 

Pam Shilling 
Community Relations Manager  

ACLT Awarded Seed Grant for 
Promotion Project and Event 
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Thank you for your  
support ... 

New Members 
ACLT would like to welcome the following 
new members since the Winter 2019  
Newsletter: 
ACLT would like to welcome the following 
new members since the Winter 2019 
Newsletter: 
Tina Bryan 
Kate & Matt Ford 
Louise Hayes & TomTait 
Anna & Greg Locraft  
Heather & Mike Locraft  
Kara & Matthew Locraft  
Elizabeth Orlandi 
Timothy Wratten 
 

Gift Memberships 
Thank you to the following members, who 
donated gift memberships since our last 
newsletter: 
Joy Bartholomew & Mark Edmondson 
Dan Boesz 
Jane Head 
 

Memorial Donations 
Thank you to the following, who made a 
memorial contribution since our last 
newsletter:  
 
In memory of  Dr. Christine Boesz and in 
honor of Dan Boesz, Charter Members 
and founders of the ACLT, a longtime 
supporters and dedicated volunteers: 
Patricia Peak 
 
In memory of Paul, Doris & Don Berry, 
who were Sustaining Members and dedi‐
cated supporters; Paul served as Treasurer 
on the ACLT Board of Directors for many 
years:  
Marsha Berry 
 
In memory of Nick Cassidy: 
Yvonne Navalaney 
 
In memory of Caleb Clark, who was a 
strong supporter of the ACLT and its mis‐
sion of land preservation: 
Mark Brennan 
Jane Head 
Tedd Rosenfeld 

2019 — The Year of the Volunteer 

What allows ACLT to be successful? Our 
members, supporters, and without ques‐
tion, our volunteer team. 
 During the 5‐Year‐Planning process, 
there were many discussions about the 
importance of our “culture of volunteer‐
ing.” We asked for opinions from stake‐
holders, explored ideas from other vol‐
unteer orgs and sought advice from our 
active volunteers. With that knowledge, 
the Membership and Outreach Commit‐
tee revamped our program. At the Annu‐
al Meeting in March, I touched on the 
updates. Here is a full review of the changes that will be implemented during 
2019. 
 
1. Volunteer Happy Hours: 
At least once a season, we will organize a fun, Friday night happy hour for ac‐
tive volunteers! These will include campfires, potlucks, and even meet‐ups at 
local restaurants. A suggestion that warmed my heart (and is so ACLT!) was 
that we also make these evenings a “Party with a Purpose” and include a vol‐
unteer activity, like a mailing, which goes quickly with a group. We’ll see. 
Most importantly, these gatherings will be a chance to not just work, but also 
relax and have fun together. Our first Happy Hour will be “Campfire & 
S’mores” on April 26th from 5 – 7pm by the ACLT office. 
 
2. ACLT Volunteer Facebook Group OR Regular Update Emails: 
If you use Facebook, please search for “ACLT Volunteer Group” and request to 
join. This is a private group where we’ll be posting information and opportu‐
nities just for our volunteers. No worries if you are not on Facebook. Please 
send me a message to let me know you would prefer email communications. 
I’ll add you to a list and you’ll receive the most important and fun updates via 
email. 
 
3. “Sign‐Up Genius” for volunteer activities: 
To make volunteering even easier, we’ve decided to use the “Sign‐Up Genius” 
service. This program will help organize the various activities we coordinate. 
Each time we have a volunteer activity we will post or email a link to “Sign 
Up” (not including WWW & TTA). There you’ll be able to accept or decline 
and, when applicable, select time slots or volunteer jobs. You’ll also be able to 
have the activity added to your personal calendar and receive reminders. Yay 
for convenience! Again, this is optional. I can help with any technology thing 
for you personally or by‐pass it altogether. 
 
There are many things I’m responsible for here at ACLT. But there is nothing 
more important to me than you. Our members, supporters and our volunteers 
are what make every good thing for our land, wildlife and waterways possible. 
Thank you. 

Pam Shilling 
Community Relations Manager 
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Check us out on 
Facebook.  
Follow the 
American Chestnut Land Trust to‐
day! 

In honor of Joy Bartholomew, who is a 
Sustaining Member, past President and 
dedicated volunteer and supporter: 
Andrew Edmondson 
 
In honor of Greg Bowen, ACLT’s Execu‐
tive Director who is a Sustaining Mem‐
ber, a former member of the Board of 
Directors, a longtime volunteer and dedi‐
cated supporter: 
Nathan & Kelsey Bowen 
 

Fall Appeal Donations 
Thank you to the following members who 
made a Fall Appeal donation since our 
last newsletter:  
Len Baer 
John & Kitty Bailey 
Dawn & Steve Balinski 
Paul & Mary Blayney 
Steve Caplins 
Mary Carr 
Donald & Judith Dahmann 
Robert & Annette Davis 
Jan & Jim Degeneffe 
Tony Fazio 
James & Judy Ferris 
Duncan & Michelle Frazer 
Prasad Gerard & Ann Oliva 
William Glascock 
Patrick & Abbey Griffin 
Daniel & Justina Head 
Christopher & Deborah Keene 
Tom & Mary Kirby 
Sue & Steve Kullen 
Mark & JoAnn Kushner 
John & Karen Lucas 
Amanda Machen 
Deborah McKnight 
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan McKnight 
Kathryn Mead 
Penny Moran 
Edwin & Monica Noell 
Kenneth & Elvira Prien 
Norman & Helen Prince 
Warren & Carol Prince 
Mark Rinaldi 
Steve & Renee Stadelman 
Sherman Suter & Mary Parrish 
Joe Turner & Leslie Starr 
Mr. and Mrs. James VanZee 
Richard Walsh 
Leonard & Karen Zuza 
 

Holly Hill Donations 
Thank you to the following, who made 
donations to the Holly Hill campaign 

since our last newsletter: 
Fran Armstrong 
The Cloak Family 
Kathy & Mike Ellwood 
Sue & Steve Kullen 
Peter & Jennie Stathis 
 

General Donations 
Calvert County Farm Bureau 
Calvert County League of Women Voters 
Chesapeake Garden Club of Calvert Co 
IBM Charitable 
Jessica & Ty Clark 
Macys Inc 
McKinsey & Co 
Mike & Joan Cunningham 
Kathy Daniel 
Samuel & Barbara Dyer 
Prasad Gerard & Ann Oliva 
Peter Green 
Sandra Jarrett 
Kirk Manning 
Warren & Carol Prince 
Mark Rinaldi 
Elaine Strong 
Paul Vetterle 

 
In memory of Mary & Ralph Dwan, who 
were Charter Members,  founders of the 
ACLT and dedicated supporters. Ralph 
served as ACLT’s first President, and 
served on the Board of Directors as Secre‐
tary, Treasurer, and again as President and 
on numerous committees throughout the 
years: 
John McGahey 
Kathleen McGahey 
Kevin McGahey 
Mary McGahey & Todd Sheldon 
Trudy & Joseph Mihalcik 
William Waller 
 
In memory of Martin Flynn, who was a 
Sustaining Member and a long time sup‐
porter: 
Kathy McGillicuddy 
 
In memory of Dan Head who was a Sus‐
taining Member, a dedicated volunteer 
and longtime supporter: 
Linda & Gregory Locraft 
 
In memory of Hank Howe, who was a Sus‐
taining Member and dedicated supporter: 
Joy Bartholomew 
 
In memory of Nancie Hillsman, who 
served as President of the Southern Calvert 
Land Trust: 
Curt Larsen 
 
In memory Julie Nisonger who was a 
Charter Member and one of the founders 
of the ACLT, a dedicated volunteer and 
supporter: 
Diana & Paul Dennett 
Gail Ehrlich 
Jane Head 
Ginny & Pat Murphy 
Mark Nisonger & Elaine Remmers 
Walter Plachta & Family 
Joanne & Joseph Steller 
Robert Trucksis 
 
In memory of Carloline Van Mason, 
who was a Charter Member, one of the 
founders of the ACLT, a longtime support‐
er, and dedicated volunteer: 
Crawford Stone 
 

In Honor of Donations 
Thank you to the following members 
who made an “in honor of” contribu‐
tion since our last newsletter 
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American Chestnut Land Trust, Inc. 
Post Office Box 2363 
Prince Frederick, MD 20678 

Come Join Us! 

 
Detach and Mail to: The American Chestnut Land Trust, Inc., P.O. Box 2363, Prince Frederick, MD 20678 
 
Name                 e‐mail 

Address  

 

Phone          I (we) learned about ACLT from 

 

Corporate Membership 

___ Land Saver—$35.00 ___ Habitat Protector—$500.00 ___ Land Saver Corporate—$150.00 

___ Land Protector—$60.00 ___ Trustee of Land—$1000.00 ___Land Protector Corporate—$250.00 

___ Land Conservator—$150.00 ___ Sustaining—$5000.00 ___ Land Conservator Corporate—$500.00 

Regular Membership 

The American Chestnut Land Trust is a 501 (c) (3) charitable organization. A copy of the current ACLT financial statement is available on request. Requests should 
be directed to the American Chestnut Land Trust, Inc, P.O. Box 2363, Prince Frederick, MD 20678 or call (410) 414‐3400. For the cost of copies and postage, docu‐
ments and information submitted under the Business Regulation Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland are available from the Secretary of State. 

Why does it say "Or Current  
Resident" in my address? 
In order to use your donations as 
efficiently as possible, we use USPS 
Bulk Mail and this statement is now 
required in the address. Thank you 
for understanding! 
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