
At the headwaters of the St. Mary’s River, Peter Cari has his 
own slice of quiet, rural paradise – about 55 acres of diverse 
forest and marsh land with river access. He initially bought the 
property as a place to hunt and fish and later cleared two acres 
for a vegetable garden and fruit trees.

Peter learned about land conservation programs from a 
Maryland State Forester during a routine property visit. After 
exploring his options, a conservation easement on 53 acres 
through the Rural Legacy Program was the best fit. Funding for 
the easement was contributed by the Maryland Department of 
Natural Resources, St. Mary’s County, and the U.S. Navy given the 
property’s proximity to the Patuxent Naval Air Station. 

Peter described the easement as receiving “money for doing 
nothing” to the land, which was an agreement that made sense 
since that was always his vision for the property.. Although the 
process took about a year and a half, the application process and 
site inspections were easy. Peter enjoys the annual easement 
inspections by Southern Maryland RC&D because their experts 
point out rare trees and other unique features of his property.

“I wanted to protect [the land] moving forward because it is such a unique place. To 
have someone to pay you for something you were going to do anyways seemed like 

a very logical thing to do.”
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For more information on the Southern 
Maryland Conservation Alliance and land 
conservation programs in Southern Maryland, 
please visit acltweb.org/smca.


